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FORWARD FROM THE AUTHOR

At times when | have been asked to have devotions for school childrenin the
fall especially around Hallowe' en, | have chosen the subject of ghosts. | will open
by asking the children if they believe in ghosts. With rare exception children will
answer with a vehement, “NO!”

| like to watch them closely as| ask the next question. “Do you believe in the
Holy Ghost?’ Immediately alook of confusion crossestheir faces. “ Of course, we
believe in the Holy Ghost!” Then | will tell them, “Then you believe in ghosts!”

Wedo believein ghosts. Our Bibleisfull of information about spirits and what
happensto the human soul after death. We can know what God, the One who isthe
Authority on the subject, wants us to know about the invisible world of spirits.

Our children might be confused because what the Bibleteachesas spirit reality
conflicts with what the world believes. We do not believe in the whole world of
false ideas and suppositions that show up at Hallowe en or what is pictured in
movies or the graphic novels of our day. That iswhy | do not fault children for not
believing in ghosts. When | wasachild, | likely would have answered the question
about ghosts just as they do.

However, we are not studying the spirit world as a rare oddity or casual
curiosity. The purpose of this study guideisto find out reality in aninvisible world
from a Biblical perspective. The Bible teaches about four main areas of the spirit
world:

1. the spirit faculty we are given as humans,

2. God-ordained spirits that give us spiritual enablement,

3. spiritsthat are opposing us,

4. and how to have victory in the spiritual war being made against us.

I will admit this study has affected my life. As aresult of this study | have
learned:

* My God-given human spirit should play a much larger role in my day-to-day
worship and personal experience. | will endeavor to give my spirit access to
the Spirit of God in singing, meditation, worship and prayer in a greater
dimension than before.

* It may be questioned whether the Bible teaches that angels have emotions. It
is obvious angels want to avoid premature assignment to torments. That is
clear. But time and again we find passages about emotions God has and we as
humans have. Any reference to how an angel feels is basically missing. We
know we are made in the image of God and therefore are more God-like than
angels are.

e |If angels do not experience the full spectrum of emotions as God and we do,
then when we as redeemed humans arrive in the presence of God, we will fill
heaven with worship and emotion not known up to this point. When we get to
heaven, we will feel more at home with the Triune God-head than with any
other heavenly beings. Also we will feel more at home with God than any
other being in heaven does. We will just feel like family. This may help us
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understand in a more perfect way why God created the human family.

» Itistobeappreciated the way that Jesus participatesin our emotions. No other
human being can get that close. Other mortals may have gone through
something similar, only Jesus actually feels the emotions we have.

» Thereisno Bible support for Christians to rebuke spirits. When God allows
demonsto oppress uswe should embrace the experience even whileweremain
aloof and distant from an angel from Satan. If we have ever invited an
involvement from Satan in our lives, this should be renounced. Temptations
and sickness and other human problems are not solved by renouncing demons.

* We should have a greater distrust in our emotions and a greater fear of the
fallen human nature. Directed in obedience to HisWord, human emotions and
human nature are our greatest gift to God. In thislife they remain our greatest
vulnerability.

This study guide accepts the Bible as the last word on the intangible but very
real subject of angels. No other voice has any authority here. The Bible helps us
test the new theories that arise from time to time to separate truth from fiction. It
teaches us about the personalities we cannot see who are very activein behind-the-
scenes events. It helps us understand the boundaries established by God within
which spiritsoperate. (Our human boundaries are more physical than theirs, but the
spirit world is governed by spiritual limitations and the Bible hel ps us understand
those parameters.) Through Bible knowledge with the Apostle we can say “While
we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for
the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are
eterna” (2 Corinthians 4:18).

Two versesin Romans 16 give usthe perimetersfor our study. 18 For they that
are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words
and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. 19 For your obedience is come
abroad unto al men. | am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet | would have you
wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil. (Emphasis mine.)

In some ways it is unfortunate that simple in verse 18 and 19 are trandated
into the same English word. They comefromtotally different Greek words. Inv18,
the meaning is “ fearing no evil from others, distrusting no one” Unless we use
discernment, we will be deceived by wily men and become confused in our
doctrine. While we should not be suspicious of everyone, we do have the
responsibility to reservetrust until we have opportunity to observeday by day fruit.
Thisis asimple we want to avoid. The word simple in v19 is a different Greek
word. The definition in Strongs for this word is, “ without a mixture of evil, free
fromguile, innocent, simple.” Thisisasimplewewant to pursuewith all our heart.

What the Bibleissaying is, we need to be on our guard and not easily swayed -
not simpleminded. But God wantsusto be purein our doctrine and practice and not
corrupted by occult inroads - very simple.

The worldly mind has always been intrigued by the world of magic and the
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occult. Something in the nature of the human heart believesthereis moreto reality
than what can be perceived by thefive natural senses. Also, all of ushave problems
we do not have answersfor: failing health, developing addictions, natural disasters
or uncertain futures. All of these problems drive us to look for sources beyond
ourselves for answers.

People do not want to believe the God of the Bible because He calls man to
holiness and accountability for his actions and warns of a judgment day that is
coming. Humanity definitely wants to avoid thinking about this scenario. And so
man invents aworld apart from the divinely revealed Word, the Bible.

Some men believe only in natural realities. They ascribe to agnosticism and
live and die in unbelief.

However, there are too many things in the world around us and in the human
spirit that are unexplainable by science and the scientific method alone. So in an
intriguing search cycle, generations of skepticism often yield to generations that
invent their own gods, or become involved in the occult. Out of this cycle of
unbelief, aremnant is called by grace to believe and obey the Truth of the Word
of God.

Today eventheworld of science and medical research isbeginning to openthe
door to occult power. Casein point ismedicine. In times past the scientific method
was the standard. If atreatment was not explainable by logical deductions and did
not work for nearly 100% of the patients with an ailment, the treatment was
rejected. Not so any longer. Today more doctors are being open to what they once
would have labeled as metaphysical.

We must take a stand against our present day occult invasion. We dare not
have the modern novels of vampires and witches on our shelves. We dare not have
books on our shelves from the modern religious writers with their philosophies of
casting out demons in order to have victory over sinful lusts. We dare not turn to
the occult for healing for our illnesses.

This course is committed to staying very close to what the Word of God
teaches. What the Bible says is true. We will not be avoiding controversia
conclusions when there appears to be Bible support. It is not our goa to stir up
controversy, but sometimes we need to take a fresh look at timeworn subjects. The
god is to stahilize our thinking by studying many passages and comparing
Scriptures with Scripture. This will give us the ability to give answers to the
guestions of our day.

~ H. Stephen Ebersole
Revised October 2016



LESSON 1
THE SPIRIT OF MAN

What difference would it make to you if you learned you have a special faculty
that can serve as a link of communication from your heart to the throne of God?
That by meeting certain conditions and participating in certain thought disciplines
you could commune with the Almighty, and receive affirmation from Him? That by
developing this blessing you could grow in godliness? That is exactly what the
verses of this lesson are to help you discover.

The spirit of man is a God-given faculty that can connect with the Holy Spirit of
God. Unfortunately it can also be taught to communicate with evil spirits. We want
to learn all we can about what the Bible has to say about this phenomena to nurture
our link with God and to avoid all other connections.

The Bible teaches us that man is a created being made up of three parts: body,
soul and spirit. These three parts in many ways resemble the three-fold nature of
the Godhead. We are made in His image. These three integral parts are distinct one
from another and yet so closely joined and overlapping that we can scarcely
separate them in our own experience. The condition of one invariably influences the
condition of the others.

The soul appears to be the real person. The body the soul lives in for time in
many ways resembles the bodies of the animal world. This body is the connection
for the soul with nature and tangible reality. The soul has the choice to use its body
for good or for evil.

The soul is also given a spirit. This spirit gives the soul of man ability to make
contact with spiritual reality, a world unseen by the natural eye. The soul can use
the spirit to connect to the Holy Spirit. In Christians the Holy Spirit bears witness
with the spirit of man that he is a son of God. Unfortunately, the spirit can also
reach out to evil spirits.

If consistently fed by the Word of God, the spirit leads the soul upward in his
spiritual journey in righteousness. Godly spiritual activities become nourishment for
the soul. The fruit of the Spirit is the result in time and eternal life is the reward for
eternity. This soul is a blessing to all who are affected by it.

The purpose of this lesson is to study our God-given human spirit so we
understand both our nature and the resources He has given us to attain spiritual
victory.

Lesson 1

CONFIRMING THE THREEFOLD
NATURE OF MAN

1Th 5:23 And the very God of peace
sanctify you wholly; and | pray God your
whole spirit and soul and body be
preserved blameless unto the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
1Co 6:20 For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body, and in
your spirit, which are God's.
He 4:12 For theword of God isquick, and
powerful, and sharper than any twoedged
sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of thejoints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.
1Co 14:15What isit then?| will pray with
the spirit, and | will pray with the
understanding aso: | will sing with the
spirit, and | will sing with the
understanding al so.
Ph 3:3 For we are the circumcision, which
worship God in the spirit, and rgjoice in
Christ Jesus, and have no confidenceinthe
flesh.

THE HOLY SPIRIT

AND MAN’S SPIRIT
Pr 20:27 The spirit of man isthe candle of
the LORD, searching all the inward parts
of the belly.
Jb 32:8 But there is a spirit in man: and
theinspiration of the Almighty giveth them
understanding. 9. Great men are not always
wise: neither do the aged understand
judgment.
1Co 2:11 For what man knoweth the
things of a man, save the spirit of man
whichisin him? even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.
Ro 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye
shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

The Spirit of Man

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God. 15 For ye
have not received the spirit of bondage
again to fear; but ye have received the
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father. 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are the children of
God:
Ga4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your
hearts, crying, Abba, Father.
Is 57:15 For thus saith the high and lofty
Onethat inhabiteth eternity, whose nameis
Holy; | dwell in the high and holy place,
with him also that is of a contrite and
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the
humble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones.

GENERAL REFERENCES

TO THE SPIRIT OF MAN

Pr 15:13 A merry heart maketh a cheerful
countenance: but by sorrow of the heart the
spirit is broken.
Pr 16:32 He that is Slow to anger is better
than the mighty; and he that ruleth his
spirit than he that taketh acity.
Pr 18:14 The spirit of a man will sustain
hisinfirmity; but awounded spirit who can
bear?
Ec 8:8 There is no man that hath power
over the spirit to retain the spirit; neither
hath he power in the day of death...
Ec 12:7 Then shall the dust return to the
earth as it was: and the spirit shall return
unto God who gaveit.
L u 23:46 And when Jesus had cried with a
loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands
| commend my spirit: and having said thus,
he gave up the ghost.
Ja 2:26 For as the body without the spirit
is dead, so faith without works is dead
aso.



Lesson 1 The Spirit of Man

QUESTIONS FOR THOUGHT AND DISCuUSSION
1. Briefly describe each part of your threefold nature and how these parts
interrelate.

2. What are some activities you can use your spirit for to bring glory to God?

3. How do the Spirit of God and His Word work with your spirit when you have
done wrong?

4. What happens to each part of the three-part nature of man when he dies?

5. Discuss the lifestyle of a man whose spirit is in tune with the Holy Spirit
compared to one whose spirit is dead toward God.

6. How can each one of us use our worship services for maximum benefit?

7. Why does God require us to have an humble and contrite spirit before He will
dwell inus?

8. How might proper Biblical child training mold the spirit of a child and thus
influence his adult walk with God?

9. How can we show that we have proper respect for the work of the Spirit with a
man who is struggling?

10. What aspects of the spirit of a man are outside his control?

Lesson 1 The Spirit of Man

CONFIRMING THE THREEFOLD NATURE OF MAN
1. Every man, woman and child is given a spirit. It is his faculty for making
contact with his Creator. We do not aways think about our spirit and its
importance because it is not as obvious to us as our body or our mind. But thisis
an important part of our nature. In away it is more important than learning how to
communicate with our fellow man. In our human communications we receive
among other things correction, comfort and compani onship. When our human spirit
communicates with the Spirit of God, we receive the same qualitiesevento aricher
and fuller degree than when our spirits commune with each other.
2. Wehavetheability to be preserved blamelessin our body, soul and spirit. Paul
prayed for this experience in the lives of the converts of the early New Testament
church. He knew it was not only a possibility but a distinct need for early
Christiansto succeed in their Christian journey. Our bodies will grow old and die,
but in Christ they can till be preserved blameless. They are designed to be vessels
for holinessin every stage of life and in every stage of physical health. God wants
the same for our spirits. He wants them to be in good functioning order, so we
receive the input from heaven for our souls to be what God wants.
3. Through the spirit of a man, the Spirit of God is able to convict and convince
man of all his hypocrisy and leave him open and naked before His Creator. The
Word of God leads us to think of concepts and truths far beyond our immediate
circumstances and experiences. As we open the Word, we read of saints who
persevered in situations far more difficult than our own. Our minds are taken to the
throne room of God where we marvel at His mercy and grace. We ponder our past
sins and our present temptations, and see them in the light of eternity. This
becomes a powerful motivation to persevere in holiness.
4. Therearecertain spirit activitiesthat bring usinto contact with theliving Spirit
of God. Perhaps spirit activity begins with hearing the Word of God which opens
the eyesof faith. It continues with wor ship, when we envision God in HisHoliness
and bow our heartsin surrender to Him. Aswe lift Him up, we become smaller in
our own minds. When we allow conscience to sift through memory we receive
conviction about past offences that should be cleared and present positions that
should be maintained. Thisisthe Spirit working through our spirit. Aswemeditate
upon the word of God, our life journey becomes clearer asto how we should live
in such as way as to be ready to die at any time. This fellowship and prayer
becomes away of life, and the transition into the very presence of God becomes
awelcomed journey. Singing in the spirit takes on meaning and is spontaneousand
personal.

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE SPIRIT OF MAN

5. The Spirit of God usesthe spirit of a man to search out hisinner thoughtsand
attitudes. When the spirit of a man becomes energized by the Holy Spirit, every
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Lesson 1 The Spirit of Man

part of the life of thisman’slifeischanged. As stated earlier, a spirit of aman has
access to his conscience, his memory and his sense of justice. It is a powerful tool
in convincing man when he has done wrong to his God, his fellow man or to
himself. This leads the man away from self-centered or sinful living. It leads him
to consider the needs of others.

6. The Spirit of God also uses the spirit of a man to bring him inspiration and
refreshment. In the days of Scripture formation, the Spirit of God communed with
the human spirit of holy men and inspired the writing of Holy Script. In our day the
work of writing Scripture is completed, al Truth is already revealed. Today the
Spirit of God usesthe Bibleto giveinspirational sermons, writings and other means
of lifting man toward his heavenly goal. When saints live in this circle of
inspiration they enjoy adivine influence known as grace in their lives. This helps
them with the problems of earth living that take others down. It leaves a testimony
of the grace of God.

7. God' s Spirit usesthe spirit of a man to bring the man security and fulfillment.
The Apostle Paul usestwo New Testament passages to teach usthat the Holy Spirit
communicates the sense of sonship to the spirit of the believer. In one passage, the
Holy Spirit communicates to us that we are not slaves bound to a harsh unfeeling
master, but sons bound to aloving, caring Father. While we are inferior to God in
many senses, we are also linked to Him in our spiritual identity. In the other
passage we are taught the Spirit teaches usto cry out in prayer to God with all our
struggles and cares. The Spirit leadsusto unburden our heartsto Him whenever we
find ourselves carrying a load too heavy for us, or to cry out in joy when we are
overwhelmed with thanksgiving. There is tremendous emotional potential for the
child of God when he devel ops these capacities given him through his spirit.

GENERAL REFERENCES TO THE SPIRIT OF MAN.

8. A person who is taught that he has a spirit and has learned to hearken to
direction has greater potential for happiness and fulfillment in life. Many
children are left to grow up with little understanding of their spirits. They feel they
cannot control themselves—how they feel or what they do with their minds. They
may receive discipline in natural learning projects and this helpsthem relate to the
natural world, but they have no understanding of thethings of God. The Holy Spirit
will seek to reprove the world of sin, righteousness and judgment.® Since the
ungodly person often chooses to hearken only to hislower nature, the voice of the
Spirit is ignored. Any conscience or sense of judgment or view of eternity is
diminished and left undeveloped. A child who is trained to hearken to his parents
will be moreinclined to hearken to the call and direction of the Holy Spirit.

9. A parent doeshischild afavor when heteacheshim disciplineand self-control
over his attitudes. The spirit of a child and his selfish attitudes are inseparably
related. When a child is left to vent his anger or mope in his depression, he
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becomes victimized by hisown emotions. Otherswill suffer too, but thechildisthe
one who suffersthe most. King Saul is asad example of a spirit left to himself. As
he wallowed in self-pity, his depression grew and an evil spirit troubled him. This
eventually led Saul to seek one with afamiliar spirit.

When aparent takes on the responsibility of helping achild relate to the strong

surges of hisemotions, heisworking with the spirit potential that every person has.
When a child grows up allowing anger or depression to rulein hislife, that person
hears the voice of those emotions more loudly than the voice of the Spirit of God.
Jonah is another example of the Spirit of God pleading with a man who stubbornly
held on to anger and resentment. We believe Jonah eventually yielded to the voice
of God, at least if he was the one who wrote his own story. As parents we need to
hearken to the Spirit as we face our own strong emotions. Then we will bein a
position to work with our children as they face their emotional struggles.
10. Ultimately it isin the hands of God to decide when we will be born and how
wewill dig; itisoursto choose howto livein between. What el se can be said? We
all take life for granted, but we see the hand of death all around us. In our day
society isbeginning to look with favor on assisted suicide for those who have lost
quality of life. The Bible still gives the right to decide the day of one's death to
God. And when God decrees, no man “hath power over the spirit to retain the
spirit.”

Jesus seems to be the exception with regards to His Spirit. He actually
commended His Spirit into the hands of God so His body could die. When He did
s0, His soul left His body and descended into the lower parts of the earth.? It seems
reasonable that the Prince of Life® would not have died had He not yielded up His
Spirit.

When the soul is deprived of its spirit, it immediately also separates from the
body in death. We do not understand how spirits are given to tiny embryos in
conception, nor how they are taken away in death, because thisisthe work of God.
As Christians we are given a tremendous advantage in that we see life from the
perspective of eternity and have the resources to prepare our souls for eternal
fellowship with the Father.

IN CONCLUSION
Let usremember we are a soul on ajourney. Our spirits are given usto reach
out and up to the Spirit of God; or perhapsit is better said, to respond as the Spirit
of God reaches down to us. L et useach do our part in devel oping and nurturing our
spirit capabilitiesto the fullest potential to be an overcomer in the spiritual trials of
our day. And let us not fail to help our children take rule over their spirits, too, so
they may join usin the fellowship of the agesin the presence of God.
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LESSON 2
THE SPIRIT OF GOD

The most impressive Spirit Being in all eternity is the Spirit of Almighty God.
Mysteries surround the Holy Spirit’s nature that surpass our comprehension—many
of the truths revealed about Him we simply accept by faith because of the authority
of God’s Word.

The Spirit is the Creator of all other spirits. As finite mankind, we can never
understand how the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, are One. Neither can we
comprehend how the Spirit of God can dwell in the heart of the humble?. As
Christians, however, we accept these teachings by faith because they are taughtin
the Scriptures.

The Bible presents a Holy Spirit that was active in both the Old and New
Testaments. In each theater He operates in an entirely different realm and
dimension. The Holy Spirit is the same person; He has not changed. However, the
way the Holy Spirit works with men is pertinent for the dispensation in which they
live. He led men into carnal warfare and into acts of aggression for the people of
God in the Old Testament. He will not do that today.

In the New Testament the Holy Spirit convicts men to draw them to the Father.
Instead of helping godly men physically kill the wicked, He helps godly men love and
bless their enemies. He helps mere men overcome evil with good when they have
been wronged. He helps suffering men take courage against persecutors and to
speak the truth in convincing ways. He inspires the individual believer to fulfillment
in his walk with God.

The Holy Spirit is also the behind-the-scenes operator of the Church. He gives
gifts to the Church and guides the Church through the challenges of the day. When
He is honored and His directives are followed, He is a safer Guide in choosing
leaders and in raising up gifts than all the wisdom of men put together. He leads the
seeker to those who can share the truth so more seekers come into the fold. It is
imperative we recognize His work as being more important than the organization of
our own human energies.

Disciples of Christ will study the Word in order to discern between true and
false expressions of Holy Spirit activity. In our day we have heard the Holy Spirit
credited for present day tongues, miracles and supernatural revelations. Most of
these activities are more about honoring man than God. If we are not grounded on
Bible truth we may fall prey to these false teachings.

This lesson teaches the Christian what the Scriptures reveal about the
person and work of the Holy Spirit of God in our day.
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Lesson 2

THE HOLY SPIRIT

IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
Ge1:2 And the earth waswithout form, and
void; and darkness was upon the face of the
deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon
the face of the waters.
Ge6:3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall
not always strive with man, for that he al'so
is flesh: yet his days shal be an hundred
and twenty years.
Ju 11:29 Then the Spirit of the LORD came
upon Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead,
and Manasseh...
2Pe 1:21 For the prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man: but holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost

JESUS’ PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Jo 3:5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say
unto thee, Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of
the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of
the Spirit is spirit 8 The wind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whenceit cometh,
and whither it goeth: so is every onethat is
born of the Spirit.

Jo 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that
worship him must worship himin spirit and
in truth.

Mt 12:31 Wherefore | say unto you, All
manner of sin and blasphemy shall be
forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy
against theHoly Ghost shall not beforgiven
unto men.

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE CHURCH AGE
Jo 14:16 And | will pray the Father, and he
shall give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever; 17 Even the
Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he
dwelleth with you, and shall bein you.

26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy

The Spirit of God

Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things, and
bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever | have said unto you.

Jo 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into al
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shal he
speak: and hewill shew you thingsto come.
14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive
of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

THE HOLY SPIRIT WITH THE DISCIPLE
Lu 11:13 If ye then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts unto your children: how
much more shall your heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

Ro 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth
our infirmities: for we know not what we
should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit
itself maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered.

1Co 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the
temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you?

Ga 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, 23 meekness, temperance:
against such there is no law. 24 And they
that are Christ's have crucified the flesh
with the affections and lusts. 25 If we live
in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
Ep 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that
ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation: in whom also after that ye
believed, ye were seadled with that holy
Spirit of promise,

Ep 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of
God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of
redemption.

Ep 5:8 For ye were sometimes darkness,
but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as
children of light: 9 (For the fruit of the
Spirit isin al goodness and righteousness
and truth;) 10 Proving what is acceptable
unto the Lord.
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Lesson 2 The Spirit of God

QUESTIONS FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION
1. What two significant events on this earth were directly controlled by the Holy

Soirit?

2. Give three people the Spirit came upon in the Old Testament and enumerate
what He did for them.

3. What isthe Spirit’s part in the New Birth?

4. \What can you do so your human spirit can make contact with the Holy Spiritin
activities such as Bible reading, praying, singing and evangelism?

5. What is your understanding of blaspheming the Holy Spirit?

6. How do we know that some of the present day emphasis of magnifying the Holy
Spirit is not of God?

7. How did Jesus describe the Holy Spirit’s presence in His disciples’ lives as
changing after Pentecost? How did it work out?

8.List some of the special blessings the Holy Spirit brings to the believer.

9. Explain what is meant when the Holy Spirit seals the believer.

10. What answer do you have for supposed differences between what the Spirit tells
people today and what is written in the Bible?
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Lesson 2 The Spirit of God

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

1. God's Spirit was present in the Old Testament as seen in major historical
events. From the beginning the Holy Spirit moved (Hebrew brooded) over
creation.® Even though there is progressive revelation about the Holy Spirit and
progressive involvement in men’s lives, there is no reason to believe this
expression of the God-head is an afterthought of God or any different person who
dwellsin our heartstoday. Later we will see Heis sent to work with the Church in
Jesus’ Name, but He has been here with the human story even from the beginning.
2. TheHoly Spirit enabled men when they were called to atask outside the ability
of ordinary men. The Bible specifically teaches the Spirit worked in men like
Jepthah, Samson, Saul and David. Through His enablement they “subdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtai ned promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
guenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weaknesswere
made strong, waxed valiant in fight, (and) turned to flight the armies of the aliens.
® These men in themselves were only ordinary men. God's Spirit made them
heroes.

3. The Holy Spirit inspired holy men to write the Word of God. A very important
work of the Spirit was the penning of Holy Writ. These words are written for our
admonition, to give us patience and hope. As we read and meditate on Spirit
inspired writings about what the Holy Spirit did with holy men aHoly Spirit power
comes into our own lives. The word “inspired” means God breathed. When God
breathed into the clay figure of what was to become Adam’s body, it sprang into
life. When we poor mortals allow God to breathe His Spirit into our experience
through partaking of the Scripture, we too take on divinelife.

JESUS PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

4. Conversion of heart can only be accomplished by the Holy Spirit’s work in
one's life. Jesus taught Nicodemus that there is a new birth. Man with a fallen
human nature cannot change himself. There really is a Holy Spirit that will come
into the heart of afallen man and create a new nature in him. While man needs to
meet certain qualifications, what resultsis nothing short of amiracle. Thismiracle
goesonto lead the person in a Spirit led life, alife totally unpredictable by human
standards. As much aswe depend on human training, thereis not and never will be
asubstitute for what the Spirit doesin one'slife.

5. For true worship to happen, there needs to be communion between man’s
spirit and the Holy Spirit. Jesus taught that worship is a spiritual activity, even a
spiritual phenomena. Something supernatural happenswhen aperson connectswith
the God-head. Thisis not because a person goes to some hallowed ground or sees
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some apparition. Worship takes place when a person entersinto Truth in doctrine,
in hisspirit and in hislife. In his heart and life the disciple unites with his Creator
in spiritual union. God is actively seeking those who will worship Himin thisway.
Heisarewarder of those that diligently seek Him.

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE CHURCH AGE

6. The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son. Jesus said, “Whom the
Father shall send in my name...” We have this question in our baptism vows, an
affirmation that we believe the Holy Spirit is sent to the earth by the Father and the
Son. This statement is founded directly in Scripture and has been a part of church
dogmafor centuries. Interestingly, it is one of the doctrines that caused separation
between the Orthodox and the Catholic churches in the late AD 500's. The
Catholics moved ahead without the Orthodox bishops in stating the Holy Spirit
proceeded from the Father and the Son. The Orthodox responded with a statement
that the Holy Spirit proceeded from the Father through the Son. Tragically when
men with heartsvoid of the Holy Spirit tangle with each other they can divide even
over the One who isto bring the Church unity.

7. The development of apostolic doctrine and the writings of the New Testament
isto be directly attributed to the work of the Holy Spirit. All special revelation is
now closed in our day. “He will guide you into all truth...” became the epistles.
“He shall bring all things to your remembrance...” became the gospels. “He shall
show you things to come...” is now our book of Revelation. “He shall guide you
into all truth...” isour assurance that all truth was given to the apostles and through
the epistles. We seek no further divine revelation and reject as pseudepigrapha
(falsewritings) all other worksthat claim divineinspiration. Believing the Bible as
we have it today gives great stability to the Church. False prophets work from the
platform that they have direct inspiration from God. In this way they point people
to themselves, their authority and their vision. True leaders point people to the
Word. We together bow ourselves to a higher Authority. We dare not establish
principles outside the Word. The entire realm of traditions becomes much more
simple when we acknowledge that traditions, too, must bow to the Bible, for the
Bible stands supreme in authority.

8. The Holy Spirit must be recognized as the ultimate leader for the Bride of
Christ. It is tempting for leaders of the Church to feel they must maintain some
control over special aspects of church life. There is atemptation to control who is
placed into offices of responsibility. \When men or organi zations usurp control over
the calling of leaders or the direction of where the Church should go the Holy Spirit
isnot given Hisplace. The great cause of Christ and the Churchinevitably suffers.’”

THE HOLY SPIRIT'S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE DISCIPLE
9. The Holy Spirit doesintercessory work for the disciple at the Father’ sthrone.
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When we cross over into eternity, we will probably be surprised how involved the
Holy Spirit was in interceding for us. It is so human to feel alone. Even Jesus felt
alone while on the cross. Jesus' promise was that He would never leave us but
guide us until the end of the age.

10. The Holy Spirit seals the disciple’s heart in his daily life. Seals play an
important part in legal work. A seal on a document represents the weight of the
authority represented by that seal on that piece of work. It is prohibited to tamper
with official seals. All are to recognize the genuine quality of the work. Someday
we too will see how much the holy seal on our hearts kept us from molestation by
Satan or his demonic forces.

11. The Holy Spirit produces fruit in the disciple’s heart as He works from the
inside out. Thisfruit is genuine but not native to humanity on its own. A person
cannot manufacture more Spirit fruit through self effort. Spirit fruit is grown only
as aperson walks with the Holy Spirit in his heart.

IN CONCLUSION

“And | will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John 14:16-17). Most of us recognize that
we are in a spiritual conflict that threatens to destroy our souls for eternity. Wise
are the disciples who choose to draw close to God through His Spirit and receive
of Hisenabling gracein their lives.

-16-



LESSON 3
THE NATURE AND ORDER
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According to the Bible we are surrounded by an invisible world of spirit beings.
Though difficult to fully grasp, there are several instances where men’s eyes were
opened and they saw the reality of what must exist all the time. It is good for us to
remember this fact because we live in the age of reason and enlightenment which
seeks to deny the reality of the spirit world. Also, in the present Church Age, the
written Word and the Holy Spirit have largely replaced these visible appearances of
angels. They are still real.

And there is another area to be on guard. In our day we are witnessing a
resurgence of interest in angels. This interest is supposedly innocent. Demon
worship is supposedly the dark side of the occult and angel worship is part of white
magic. The New Testament warns against worshiping of angels “Let no man beguile
you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshiping of angels, intruding into
those things which he hath not seen...” (Colossians 2:18).

The proper response to this push to worship angels is to understand what the
Bible teaches us about them. There are a number of interesting truths in the Bible
about these spirit beings that we should understand. In the future we as humans
will work together with angels to carry out God’s will.2 While we cannot now yet see
them, knowing they are present to minister® to us should give us comfort and also
keep us from doing things we think no one else can see.°

Some questions may be raised: “In what ways are angels different from
mankind?” and “Do angels even have emotions as we experience them?”

We know man was created in the image of God and this is not said about
angels. Men and angels both have a will, but angels are not said to struggle with
guilt over their past choices, neither do they come to repentance. They worship, but
is this an expression of their sense of order; or do they feel the awe and wonder
mankind feels when he comes into God’s presence?

As we understand the place God has for angels, it gives us a sense of purpose
and security. We are presently created in an order lower than angels. And yet some
day we will judge angels.* Qur earthly humiliations will be over and through Christ
we will be elevated to a place above angels.’? This is an extra incentive to
faithfulness. So as we suffer in the humiliation of Christ’s kingdom, we may also
share in His glory with His angels.

This lesson highlights the characteristics and responsibilities of angels.
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THE PLACE OF ANGELS
IN GOD’'S PROGRAM
Co 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible
God, thefirstborn of every creature: 16 For
by him were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all
things were created by him, and for him: 17
And heis before al things, and by him all
things consist.
Ps 103:20 Bless the LORD, ye his angels,
that excel in strength, that do his
commandments, hearkening unto the voice
of hisword. 21 Bless ye the LORD, all ye
his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do his
pleasure.
Lu 15:10 Likewise, | say unto you, thereis
joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner that repenteth.
Re5:11 And | beheld, and | heard the voice
of many angels round about the throne and
the beasts and the elders: and the number of
them was ten thousand times ten thousand,
and thousands of thousands; 12 Sayingwith
aloud voice, Worthy isthe Lamb...
ANGELS COMPARED TO MEN
Ps 8: 4 What is man, that thou art mindful
of him? and the son of man, that thou
visitest him? 5 For thou hast made him a
little lower than the angels, and hast
crowned him with glory and honour.
1Co 6:3 Know ye not that we shall judge
angels? how much more things that pertain
to thislife?
Re 22:8 And | John saw these things, and
heard them. And when | had heard and seen,
| fell down to worship before the feet of the
angel which shewed me these things. 9
Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not:
for 1 am thy fellowservant, and of thy
brethren the prophets, and of them which
keep the sayings of thisbook: worship God.
He1:14 Arethey not all ministering spirits,
sent forth to minister for them who shall be
heirs of salvation?

The Nature and Order of Angels

ANGELS COMPARED WITH CHRIST

Mt 26:53 Thinkest thou that | cannot now
pray to my Father, and he shall presently
give me more than twelve legions of
angels?
He 1:4 Being made so much better than the
angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a
more excellent name than they. 6 And
again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten
into the world, he saith, And let all the
angels of God worship him.
He 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a
little lower than the angels for the suffering
of death, crowned with glory and honour;
that he by the grace of God should taste
death for every man.

LIMITATIONS OF ANGELS
Mt 22:29 Jesus answered and said unto
them, Y edo err, not knowing the scriptures,
nor the power of God. 30 For in the
resurrection they neither marry, nor are
given in marriage, but are as the angels of
God in heaven.
Mt 24:36 But of that day and hour knoweth
no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but
my Father only.
1Pe 1:12 Unto whom it was revealed, that
not unto themselves, but unto us they did
minister the things, which are now reported
unto you by them that have preached the
gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent
down from heaven; which thingsthe angels
desireto look into.

ORDER AMONG ANGELS
Ju 1:9 Yet Michael the archangel, when
contending with the devil he disputed about
the body of Moses, durst not bring against
him arailing accusation, but said, The Lord
rebuke thee.
Dan 10:13 But the prince of the kingdom of
Persia withstood me one and twenty days:
but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes,
cameto help me; and | remained there with
the kings of Persia. 21 But | will shew thee
that which is noted in the scripture of truth:
and there is none that holdeth with mein
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these things, but Michael your prince.
QUESTIONS FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION
1. Describe some of the glorious facts about angels.

2. Who created angels, and for what purpose are they created?

3. How do angels sharein the salvation experience of a sinner? Does Luke 15:10
teach us that angels experience joy?

4. In what ways are angels superior to men?

5. Considering the above ver sesalong with Ephesians 1: 20-23 and Ephesians 2:6,
what will the relationship between angels and saints be after the resurrection?

6. Why did the angel not accept man’s worship? How can this be reconciled with
the times when heavenly beings accepted man’s worship? (Example Moses in
Exodus 3:4-5, and Joshua in Joshua 5:13-15.)

7. Why was Jesus temporarily given a place under the angels?

8. What are some limitations angels face?

9. What are some of the types of angels you remember from the Bible? How do we
know they are not all given the same rank and responsibility?

10. Read Colossians 2:18, Galatians 1:8, and 2 Corinthians 11:4, 13-15. What
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could be the danger in esteeming angels too highly?

-20-



Lesson 3 The Nature and Order of Angels

THE PLACE OF ANGELS IN GOD’S PROGRAM
1. Angelsare created beings, not just non-personal messages. The word “angel”
in the Old Testament is Malak and means messenger or to dispatch as a deputy.
Someliberal scholars believe angelsto be nothing more than a message, similar to
aradio wave or aletter sent. In Bible study we find angels to be persons. We are
given the names of some which would indicate personality. They were created so
they had a beginning. They have specific duties which they fulfill throughout all
the generations of men. They have afuture in which wewill share a part. Some day
we possibly will know them intimately, even as they know us now.
2. Theangelswere created by Jesus'® and thereisevidenceto believeit wasin the
six days of the creation.* (There is much debate on the timing of the angels
creation.) No wonder the demon in the man in the synagogue®® confessed that he
knew Jesus. Jesus had created him and Jesuswaslikely the very first Person he saw
when he was created! He cried out because he had an uncontrollable urge to
confess Jesus as Lord. He well understood Jesus has the authority to and someday
will consign him to torments for ever in the last day. Angels are glorious in power
and might, but they are created by the very One who holds usin His love.
3. Byall indications, there areinnumerable hosts of angels. When the scriptures
use humbers to describe how many angels there are, they use numbers that relate
to infinity. We do well to stand in awe of the host of heaven when we see
formidable earthly enemiesrather than to be intimidated by manwho will but fail.*®
4. Angels constantly involve themselves in worship of the Almighty, in doing
God’ spleasure andin beholding the salvation of souls. Inthe next two lessonswe
will observe other activities of angels asthey are sent on special missions, but it is
good to take a peek into their everyday life. These activities of worship, and
obedience are ones we too can share in. We need to remember that in doing so we
are being involved in heavenly activities.

ANGELS COMPARED TO MEN

5. Mankind iscreated lower than theangels, but the redeemed in Christ will one
day be exalted to a status above them. Throughout the Bible record, men
consistently reveal an urge to worship angels. There are many reasons for this.
Angels were created around 6,000 years ago."” Their experience and exposure is
awesome compared to mortals of less than threescore years and ten. They travel
from earth to heaven,® from the presence of God to the valleys of men’s dwellings.
They neither dumber nor sleep. We do not know that they need food for energy
like we as humans do even though the Bible refersto angel’ sfood.*® These are only
afew areas of angel’s superiority over men.

And yet one day in being joint-heirs with Christ we will be given a place for
eternity over the angels.® In our eternal bodies, we will be equal to the angelsin
that we will not marry and neither can we die.?* These things cause usto marvel at
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God’ s blessing to us through salvation. In essence we discover that by sharing this
fallen world for a season, we may be partakersin salvation that will one day be an
exaltation for all eternity.

6. Though greater than men, angels consistently reject man’s worship. Angels

understand they are created beings and they, with mankind, are to worship the
Creator. All worship of the created is forbidden. Therefore, all holy angels reject
the worship of men. Any angel that accepts or seeks man’'s homage is demonic in
nature. Any source that invites or encourages saintsto pay adulation to angelsisto
be strictly avoided!
7. Though greater than mankind, God consistently requiresangelsto minister to
men’s needs. Herein is a marvel. God creates superior beings and asks them to
serveinferior beings. Angels minister to men. Adult humans minister to infantsand
children. Jesus the Creator of all was asked to serve and then die for inferior
humanity. We should recognize this pattern and fit into the calling God has for us.
This will enable us to willingly and graciously serve in situations we may be
tempted to feel are beneath our dignity.

ANGELS COMPARED WITH CHRIST
8. Christ isthe Only begotten Son of God, the Creator; angels are messenger -
servant beings. Even while Jesuswas on earth, the angel swaited on His command.
He could have said one word and an innumerable company of angels would have
come to set Him free. In the eternal world Jesus has an inheritance far above any
of the angels.?

We know that while Jesus was on this earth as a man, He made himself lower
than the angels. While He used His authority as Son of God to forgive sins® etc,
He never used His deity (which was never compromised) as an easy way out of His
human struggles. When angels came to strengthen Him in the garden, it was
because in His humanity, Jesus was weaker than they. In His willingness to pour
out Hislife unto death, He tasted death in away the angels never could or can.

LIMITATIONS OF ANGELS
9. Even though angelsare superior to men in many ways, the Bible revealsthey
have limitations or boundaries that man does not have. In studying these
boundaries we come to appreciate the temporary limitations we have as humans.
One great distinction is that angels do not have family. They do not marry or give
in marriage; there are no baby angels being born into angel homes. In the work
associated with raising a family we may forget what a blessing it is to have
children. Some of usare granted anarrow window of timeto contributeto heaven's
population, whereas angels are never given this opportunity. Another limitation of
angelsisthey apparently cannot understand the emotions of being redeemed. They
marvel at Christ’s actions of coming to die for men, they celebrated His birth and
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they witness rejoicing when a sinner comes to salvation but they “desire to look
into” the mystery of redemption.?*

ORDER AMONG ANGELS

10. Angels are created in orders and with rank according to their Divinely
appointed responsibility. The huge division between angels is between those who
serve God and those who serve Lucifer. Apparently there is conflict and even war
between those sides, and good angels may be hindered in carrying out their
ministry of service to men.®® But even in the righteous conflict of good angels
versus evil ones, respect for created authority and rank prevails.® From thiswe are
to learn that all who are in God's service will maintain respect for the office God
givesto another regardless of character flaws.

CONCLUSION
It is good for usto understand what the Bible teaches about angels. Thereis
much superstition around us. We al so face temptations to appeal to higher powers
when we face life's problems that have escalated out of our control. We need to
remember we are well cared for by our God and His holy angels. We want to
accept His plan through the disciplines of life and be faithful for the wonderful
future God has reserved in heaven for us.

-23-

-24-



LESSON 4
THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS
TO SAINTS

According to the Scriptures, one of the duties of angels is to serve men and
women who have turned their hearts toward God. There are many occasions in the
Bible when angels became directly involved in ministering to saints. In our
dispensation the focus is on God’s grace, our faith, and the work of the Holy Spirit.
Thus it is not surprising we do not visibly see and connect with angels or we might
be tempted to honor their word above the Bible. However, we still have good reason
to believe that angels are active today. They are not involved in sharing the
salvation message or doctrine. They do minister to our needs and keep us from
harm or danger except for what is in our Father’s plan for us.

Therefore, we are not in our conflict alone. Even though we may have lonely
hours and experience reverses, just beyond the thin veil of flesh we are surrounded
by beings who also behold the face of the Father.

Many issues in life appear differently when we know we are under our Father’s
constant care. Consider the matter of trust versus worry. When we know we are not
alone we will not imagine worst case scenarios; we will not permit our minds to run
wild. We think of the Father’s love and His mighty angel’s care of us. When tragedy
does take place, because “accidents willhappen,” we know we have a loving Father
who has very capable agents working with us. We do not end up blaming ourselves.
We trust in spite of uncertain times; we submit in times of loss.

These expressions of faith are so important in maintaining emotional balance
and equilibrium in life. We will not need to depend upon the world’s methods of
securities when our minds and treasures are kept by the power of God. Saints in
many periods of time and in other parts of the world have been severely
persecuted, even martyred for their faith. The Bible pictures persecution as being
the norm. As pampered “Christians” in the Western world we may yet face a time
when we will need to rely more fully on these spiritual powers. How will we have
these powers then if we do not have faith to handle our relatively simple life today?

Additionally, a reverse side to all of this is that the Bible teaches that men of
God may serve angels! This is a strong motivation for us to be hospitable to
strangers. Knowing angels are present should change both our temperament and
social hospitality.

This lesson is designed to help us receive encouragement and inspiration
from the unseen ministry of angels.
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ANGEL’S MINISTRY TO MEN
Ex 23:20 Behold, | send an Angel before
thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring
thee into the place which | have prepared.
21 Beware of him, and obey his voice,
provoke him not; for he will not pardon
your transgressions: for my nameisin him.
22 But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice,
and do al that | speak; then | will be an
enemy unto thineenemies, and an adversary
unto thine adversaries. 23 For mine Angel
shall go before thee, and bring theein...
Ps 34:6 This poor man cried, and the
LORD heard him, and saved him out of all
his troubles. 7 The angel of the LORD
encampeth round about them that fear him,
and delivereth them.
Ps91:9 Because thou hast made the LORD,
which ismy refuge, even the most High, thy
habitation; 10 There shall no evil befal
thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy
dwelling. 11 For he shall give his angels
charge over thee, to keep thee in al thy
ways.12 They shall bear thee up in their
hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a
stone.
Mt 18:10 Take heed that ye despise not one
of theselittle ones; for | say unto you, That
in heaven their angels do always behold the
face of my Father which isin heaven.
Lu 16:22 And it came to pass, that the
beggar died, and was carried by the angels
into Abraham's bosom: the rich man aso
died, and was buried;
1Co 11:6 For if the woman be not covered,
let her also be shorn: but if it be a shamefor
a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be
covered. 7 For a man indeed ought not to
cover his head, forasmuch as he is the
image and glory of God: but the woman is
the glory of the man. 10 For this cause
ought the woman to have power on her
head because of the angels.

The Ministry of Angelsto Saints

He 1:13 But to which of the angels said he
at any time, Sit on my right hand, until |
make thine enemies thy footstool? 14 Are
they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shal be heirs of
salvation?
He 13:2 Be not forgetful to entertain
strangers: for thereby some haveentertained
angels unawares.
Ac 7:53 Who have received the law by the
disposition of angels, and have not kept it.
He 2:2 For if the word spoken by angels
was stedfast, and every transgression and
disobedience received ajust recompence of
reward...

ANGELS APPEARING TO MEN

Gel6:7-12..........ciiiiinn Hagar
Gel9:1-22. ... ... Lot
Ge2l:17-21........ Hagar and Ishmael
Ge22:11-18................ Abraham
Ge28:10-12...........ciin.. Jacob
Ex3:1-4........ ... ... ..... Moses
Ex 14:19-20; 23:20-23 .Children of Israel
Nu22:22-35. ............... Balaam
Ju6:11-23. ... Gideon
Jul3:2-23. ......... Samson’ s Parents
1IKi19:2-8. ..o Elijah
Da 3:24-28 . ... The Three Hebrew Boys
Da6:19-22................... Danidl
Lul:11-19................ Zacharias
Luli26-36.........ccvvvunnn Mary
Lu2:815................. Shepherds
Ma2:13;19. ................. Joseph
Jo5:2-4. ......... Impotent at the pool
Ma4:11; Lu22:42-43........... Jesus
Ac5:17-20.............. The Apostles
Ac826:26................... Philip
Ac10:3-9;21-22. . ......... Cornelius
Acl2:511. ................... Peter
AC27:23-26. ... Paul
Rel:l.............cooiiiit. John
Rel14:6-7............ Tribulation souls
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QUESTIONS FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION
1. Upon what conditions could the I sraelites expect the protection of the Angel?

2. Give three characteristics of the Angel who led the I sraelites.

3. What special provision can the saint claim that is not available to the sinner?

4. How did Satan turn the promise of angelic protection into a temptation?

5. What did angels usually look like when they appeared to men? How does this
differ fromtheir appearance when seen in their native habitat such as Isaiah and
Ezekiel saw them? Can you think of any reason for the difference?

6. What does a woman with her head covered (and a man without a headship sign)
signify to angels?

7. Why wasthere seemingly so much angel activity inthe Old Testament and in the
early days of the Apostles and so little physical evidence of their presence today?

8. Why were so many of the people who saw angels filled with fear?

9. In the Gospels (John 5:2-4) it isrecorded an angel would trouble the water and
then healing would take place. Do we gather that different angels are given
different gifts and abilities along with their responsibilities?

10. What positive ministry will angels have during the tribulation period? How
does that differ fromour present dispensation?
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TEACHING RELATING TO ANGEL’S MINISTRY

1. While God cares for all mankind, special careispromised for those who are
consistently and conscientiously righteous. Jesus promised that He and the Father
form a special relationship to all those who obey Him. “Judas saith unto him, not
Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the
world? Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my
words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our
abode with him” (John 14:22-23). When the young man in Elisha's day became
fearful about the army that surrounded them, Elisha did not choose to delude the
young man or close his eyes to the present very real threat around them. Rather he
chose to ask God to open the young man’s eyes to the spiritual reality—heaven's
army around them.” While the young man’'s problem was not necessarily a
spiritual problem, it was solved by a spiritual solution. In the walk of faith, there
are wayswe too can choose to see the armies of heaven around us, and it will make
all the difference. When a person who is struggling with emotional issues chooses
spiritual disciplines such as Bible study or evangelism, faith opens his eyes to
eterna realities. Then he often finds the emotional distress is lessened and
eventually resolved.

2. Jesus made it plain that we dare not tempt the Lord our God by deliberately
exposing ourselves to danger. Satan knows that angels protect saints. He has no
doubt experienced this many times when he purposed to bring physical death or
suffering to saints only to have angels stand in the way and protect them. But lets
see what Satan was told when he offered this protection to Jesus. “ Then the devil
taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, And
saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He
shall give hisangels charge concerning thee: and in their handsthey shall bear thee
up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is
written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God” (Matthew 4:5-7). We do
well to hearken to this admonition. It is right to exercise reasonable caution and
make wise choicesin health. We are not to presume on the protection of angels.
3. On the flip side, Jesus warned us to be careful how we relate to children,
becausetheir angelsregularlytravel fromthe presenceof children directlyto the
Father’ sthrone. Children seem expendable. Parents can decide whether or not to
bring them into the world; in fact there is pressure exerted to make parents feel
guilty if they are given “too many” children. After children are conceived, some
consider it acceptable or even preferable to murder them in the womb. After they
are born, children are very vulnerable. Their Adamic nature eventually emergesin
obnoxious ways. Some adults find children trying. Rather than learn patience and
develop godly virtue, they resort to abuse. The abuse of children is an affront to
God and illegal in our society, but it isasad fact that many children are abused and
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it isnever found out—at least not in time. Christian parents will remember that no
abuse to children goes unnoticed by the child's angel. They also will remember
when they are tempted with impatience that no reviler has any inheritance in the
Kingdom of God.

4. Angels may not understand redemption or even love but they are very
conscious of authority. Women wearing a headship sign reveal they are willing to
taketheir placeindivineorder. That isthe very areawhere Satan failed. Herefused
to be among those who are “minsters to those who shall be heirs of salvation.”
Rather he insisted “1 will be like the Most High.” Being out of order marked the
beginning of hisdownfall. Angels have no problem recognizing submission and/or
rebellion. It resonates with their own experiencein the dawn of creation. TheBible
implies there is extra attention given to godly women who accept the sign of a
covered head.

5. The Mosaic law is said to have been given by the disposition of angels. While
there are references to the “Angel” involved in giving the law, this fact is
highlighted in the New Testament to emphasi ze the superiority of aNew Covenant
given to us by God's own Son. Our covenant is far greater; it is given by God's
own Son.

ANGELS APPEARING TO MEN

6. According to the decree of God, angels may appear in visible form to men.
Normally men cannot seeinto the spirit world. But on special occasion, especially
in the Old Testament, God would “open” men’s eyes and they could see angels.
Thisisknown as an angel ophany. On these occasions, angels usually appear to an
individual alone or to a select group. Often angels appeared to bring a special
message from God about an important event that was about to take place. These
predictions came to pass as given. Other times, angels would come to enable men
to perform some special task. Once the task was fulfilled, the angel would not
appear again. We have no record of angels maintaining long term relationships
with men.

Angel appearances are similar to but different from instances when Jesus

Himself would come and appear to men. When thereincarnate Christ would appear
to men thisisknown as a theophany; a visible manifestation to humankind of God.
When either Christ or an angel appeared, man alwaysfelt inferior and fearful. The
distinguishing difference is that Christ accepted worship and angels avoided it.
7. When angels appear to men, they are sensitive to the feelings of fear they stir
in humans. In both the Old and New Testaments angel s appear to have startled and
even frightened the people they appeared to. In each case, they encouraged and
comforted the humanswith a“fear not” admonition and the assurance they had not
come to harm. We do not know if they understand fear in that they can feel it, but
at least they know humans have fear as angels suddenly appear to them.
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8. Thevisible ministry of angels drops off dramatically as one moves into New
Testament church life. Thelast record of an angel ministering to men was before
Paul’s shipwreck late in his ministry. The angel assured Paul that God was with
them and no liveswould be lost. He was sent to give assurance in afearsometime,
not to give doctrine or revelation.

We do not look for angels directives or promisesin our day. If perchance we
would encounter a paranormal experience, dream or have some supposed
revelation from heaven,® this would need to be tested by the word of God. No
personal experience can take precedence over Divine truth as it is written in the
Bible.

CONCLUSION
After referencing his experience with hearing a voice from heaven, Peter says
“We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day
star arisein your hearts...” 2 Peter 1:19. Angelsfilled and continue to fill a place
in God's program but they are not our authority, God' s Word is.
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ANGELS EXERCISING
THE JUDGMENT OF GOD

Itis clear from the Scriptures that angels are given far greater power and might
than mankind. “And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his
ministers a flame of fire.” (Hebrews 1:7) From time to time they are given direction
to exercise God’s judgment on mankind. At times this judgment was for the express
purpose of protecting God’s people. Far more often, it was simply to bring
punishment upon wicked men; the punishment they deserved.

Itis a sobering thought to think that angels may be authorized to take life. We
as Christians are not given that power. In fact we are commanded to do what we
can to preserve and bless life.

When God decrees it, angels move and we as humans can offer no resistance
at all. There is no medicine, no antidote, or cure. There is no weapon, strategy, nor
army that can prevail. We as humanity can survive only as we align ourselves and
our lives with God Almighty. Think of the work accomplished by the death angel in
the day of Sennacherib. 185,000 able bodied soldiers slain in one night.*® When
God wishes to fulfill His will through the power of angels there will be no resisting
it.

In this study we have been raising the question to what degree do angels have
emotions. We know God (and the entire God-head) has emotions similar to ours, or
at leastin such a way as we can connect with. The Bible specifically states that God
has great wrath. In spite of mercy and love toward His created beings, God becomes
angry®! when man chooses the road of rebellion and sin.

Angels carry out the effect of that anger, but do they feel angry with the
wicked? Do they feel pity when innocent suffer along with the wicked? It is not
important that we have answers to all these questions. It is important that we know
and live with the knowledge that no mortal can live outside God’s direction and
survive in the world to come.

This lesson illustrates the power given to angels to exercise God’s wrath
against the ungodly and how good men can receive great benefit when God
wishes to discipline them through conviction.
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ANGELS EXERCISING
GoD’s WRATH IN HISTORY

Ps 78:43 How he had wrought hissignsin
Egypt...49 He cast upon them thefierceness
of his anger, wrath, and indignation, and
trouble, by sending evil angelsamong them.
1Ch 21:14 So the LORD sent pestilence
upon Israel: and there fell of Isragl seventy
thousand men. 15 And God sent an angel
unto Jerusalem to destroy it: and as he was
destroying, the LORD beheld, and he
repented him of the evil, and said to the
angel that destroyed, It is enough, stay now
thine hand. And the angel of the LORD
stood by the threshingfloor of Ornan the
Jebusite.

2Ki 19:20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz
sent to Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the
LORD God of Israel, That which thou hast
prayed to me against Sennacherib king of
Assyria | have heard. 34 For | will defend
this city, to saveit, for mine own sake, and
for my servant David'ssake. 35 And it came
to pass that night, that the angel of the
LORD went out, and smote in the camp of
the Assyriansan hundred fourscore and five
thousand: and when they arose early in the
morning, behold, they were all dead
COrpses.

Mt 28:2 And, behold, there was a great
earthquake: for the angel of the Lord
descended from heaven, and came and
rolled back the stone from the door, and sat
upon it. 3 His countenance was like
lightning, and his raiment white as snow: 4
And for fear of him the keepers did shake,
and became as dead men. 5 And the angel
answered and said unto the women, Fear
not ye: for | know that ye seek Jesus, which
was crucified. 6 He is not here: for he is
risen, ashe said...

Ac 12:21 And upon a set day Herod,
arrayed in roya apparel, sat upon his
throne, and made an oration unto them. 22
And the people gave a shout, saying, It is
the voice of a god, and not of a man. 23

And immediately the angel of the Lord
smote him, because he gave not God the
glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave
up the ghost.
ANGELS EXERCISING
GoD’s WRATH IN THE FUTURE
Mt 13:39 Theenemy that sowed themisthe
devil; the harvest is the end of the world;
and the reapers are the angels. 40 As
therefore the tares are gathered and burned
in the fire; so shal it be in the end of this
world. 41 The Son of man shall send forth
his angels, and they shall gather out of his
kingdom all things that offend, and them
which do iniquity; 42 And shall cast them
into afurnace of fire: there shall be wailing
and gnashing of teeth.
2Th 1:7 And to you who are troubled rest
with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be
revedled from heaven with his mighty
angels, 8 In flaming fire taking vengeance
on them that know not God, and that obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 9
Who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power; 10 When
he shall come to be glorified in his saints
and to be admired in al them that believe.
Re 12:7 And there was war in heaven:
Michael and his angels fought against the
dragon; and the dragon fought and his
angels, 8 And prevailed not; neither was
their place found any more in heaven. 9
And the great dragon was cast out, that old
serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out
into the earth, and his angels were cast out
with him.
POWER OVER THE ANGEL
Ho 12:3 He took his brother by the heel in
thewomb, and by his strength he had power
with God: Yea, he had power over the
angel, and prevailed: he wept, and made
supplication unto him: he found him in
Bethel, and there he spake with us...
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QUESTIONS FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION
1. Evaluate the ten plagues performed in Egypt and place themin the correct row.
“Natural” disasters —
Pestilence —
Diseases —
Homicide —

2. What are some lessons we need to teach our heartsaswewitnessangels' power

over ungodly men?

3. What seems to be the motivation in David's day that caused God to call the
angel’ s judgment to a halt?

4. How did the appearance of the angel to the soldiers compare to the way the
angels appeared to Mary Magdalene in John 20:127?

5. What part will angels fill when Jesus returnsin vengeance?

6. Snceangelsare so powerful and ableto destroy men in vengeance, why doesn’t
God allow usto witness their activity with our natural eyes?

7. Some have advocated that as believers we have authority over angels and can
give themdirection. What are your thoughts on this?

8. What will be the response of Christians when they see Christ and His mighty
angels wreak judgment and vengeance on the ungodly?

9. What are some observations we should make from the angel war in heaven?

10. What can we learn from the fact that Jacob “ had power over the angel and
prevailed?”
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ANGELS EXERCISING GOD’S WRATH IN HISTORY
1. Angelsare not nonresistant, in other wordsit is proper for them to resist evil.
In scene after scenein the Bible, angelsare revealed as beings used to carry out the
wrath and judgment of God. Angels not only witnessed the rebellion of Lucifer
against God, they themsel ves al so made a choice to submit to God or rebel against
Him. Therefore they understand the two camps between which men will choose
regarding the Almighty. They understand that resistance and punishment are very
much a part of God's plan to deal with Satan and his forces. When they are
assigned to carry out destruction they know this is God's perfect plan for the
culmination of the ages. In eternity, humans who had the freedom to choose will
bring all their love and devotion before a holy God. Those who reject Him and the
Gogspel offer will be punished with the Devil and his angels.
2. There is purpose to God's anger and wrath. Men may be angry for wrong
reasons. It iscertain that man’s anger does not work God’ srighteousness.® God's
anger is always for proper reasons and does work His righteousness. His anger is
not a release of selfish emotion, but rather an expression of divine holiness. This
anger and display of judgment is part of the plan of mercy and love to protect from
al evil those who serve Him. God will eventually separate those who give
themselves to Him from those who reject Him. When God does bring punishment
on the wicked, this will not be an expression of unrighteousness, but of
righteousness and holiness.
3. Thereispurposeto saints serving God' s grace through nonresistancetrusting
in God and Hisangelsfor protection. Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the M ount
makesit clear Hisdisciplesareto take adifferent coursethan Old Testament saints.
In the Church age, God'’ s people are to put grace on display, showing love to both
friend and foe alike.®® The Kingdom of Jesus is international and inter-cultural.
Christians do not become involved in national conflicts or personal conflicts.
Rather God asks Christians to respond with love and forgiveness when human
relationships are frayed. This mentality makes Christians defenseless—or at least
it seems that way from a natural perspective. When people witness a Christian
show love and blessing upon his enemy, the watchers receive a small
demonstration of the great love the God-head has for mankind.®
4. God uses angels to protect nonresistant Christians. Since Christians are
defenseless, it seems from a human standpoint that they would soon be taken
advantage of by the world and possibly even annihilated. What people cannot see
are the hosts of angel forces that encamp around those who fear God. As
Christians, this calls for the exercise of faith. It is difficult to choose to trust God
rather than natural armaments. But have you ever thought of what an angel could
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do to a fighter jet? Much less what he can do to an angry man’s threats? When
looking through the eyes of faith nonresistance, will seem the only sensible choice.
In fact, we as disciples of Christ should have more fear of disqualifying angel
support by taking resistance into our own hands.

5. Angelsmay be behind the“ natural disasters’ and pestilenceof our day. Being
surrounded by a natural world we look for natural causes when disaster strikes.
Indeed, virusesand bacteria, tornadoesand hurricanesdo have natural connections.
But why do they begin without warning or diminish seemingly without cause? Why
do winds converge in the weather patterns they do? We have every reason to
believe our God isworking in exactly the same way through angels of destruction
as He did in the past. God is not the victim of “natural causes,” indeed He is the
Author of them.

ANGELS EXERCISING GOD’S WRATH IN THE FUTURE

6. Angelswill not only beinvolved in the announcement of Jesus coming for the
Church but also in bringing judgment on the sinners. According to
1Thessalonians 4:16 there will be aloud announcement made by the voice of the
archangel when Jesus comes back for the Church. At that time Jesus will raise the
righteous dead and give them eternal bodies. He will also change the bodies of the
righteous living to incorruptible spirit bodies. He will unite and catch away both
groupsto be HisBrideforever. Angelswill aso be present when Jesus comes back
with the church to judge the wicked. In that hour apparently both angels and
resurrected saints will comprise the armies of heaven. We will rejoice with them
inour Lord' svictory and reign!

7. Angelswill be involved in a great conflict to rid heaven of all fallen angels.
Truly there are things in the future we only see darkly. Are fallen angels still
allowed accessto God' sthrone asin the days of Job* and Jehoshaphat?*” Do devils
go and accuse us to God on aregular basis? At any rate, one day the holy angels
will accomplish the cleansing of heaven and Satan and all fallen angels will be
forever banished. This may take place just before the Lord Jesus brings His Bride
home to be with Him in His Father’s House.

8. Our hopeisbound up in aligning ourselveswith God’ swill for our lives. The
Bible gives us a glimpse of many spiritual realities which we cannot perceive
through any of our senses. From a natural standpoint it does not seem like God is
in control. It does not seem like there is anything that will stop the wicked from
having their way. Miracles are over. Accounts of marvelous deliverance from
enemies seemto belong to an entirely different era. We live in the age of salvation
by grace through faith. We are given facts of spiritua reality inthe Bible, and then
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we need to choose by faith to believe in Christ. Thisis our only hope to make it
through the present deception to our eternal home.

POWER OVER THE ANGEL

9. We have one example in the Holy Record of a person resisting an angel and
being ableto prevail. That was Jacob. This passage in Genesis 32:24-32 seemsto
glorify Jacob’s struggle with the angel. But how can this be? Man is powerless to
resist the power of angels. Y et a 97 year old man had power over the angel! Surely
God has a purpose for us in recording this account. The day He sent the angel to
Jacob, God had full intent of blessing Jacob. Jacob had made the decision to serve
the Lord, but he had many patterns of selfishnessin hislife. The struggle with the
angel was no doubt to show Jacob how much more of his life he needed to yield
to God. As the angel battled him, Jacob’s view of the angel changed. First he
struggled to escape from the angel and get away, then he struggled to keep him
there so the angel would bless him.

Some have likened this angel to the grace of conviction. Conviction may
seemingly come out of nowhere and beset us with its awful power. We struggle to
get free, feeling the terrors of hell asit were in our conscience. Later we begin to
realize we need that conviction. Then we embrace it, determined to receive all the
good from it that we can. We want it to change us from the inside out.

CONCLUSION
One theme has prevailed in this lesson. When God orders angels to carry out
judgment they are unstoppable. The only hope we have is to choose to be in
submission to God today so we are on the side of angels. Then we may trust intheir
care, aprovision from the Almighty.
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SATAN

Contrary to humanistic opinion, there is a literal devil and his created powers
are formidable. In Hebrew his name means “to oppose” or “to obstruct.” Forms of
his name are often translated “the accuser, or slanderer” or “the adversary.” This
gives us some insight into his character.

Through comparing various Scriptures we learn by deduction that Satan (also
known as Lucifer) was created chief of the angels by none other than Jesus
Himself.®® He was created above the archangel Michael and the messenger angel
Gabriel.*® In this position he was given wonderful powers and privileges.

There are limits to Satan’s power because he is not divine. He is not part of the
Trinity. He is not omnipotent. There are things he simply cannot do. He may relate
to men only within God’s permission.*’ He is not omnipresent—he cannot be at more
than one place at a time. He is not omniscient—he does not know nearly everything,
even about us. There are things we know he does not understand.** He does not
fully comprehend God’s plan of redemption,*? nor what God is planning for the
future glories for mankind.*®* He does not know what you and | are thinking until we
betray our thoughts by words or actions. He is not omnipresent, he only walks up
and down seeking whom he may devour.*

He is not created in the image of God. Redeemed humans and God share an
affinity that Satan cannot understand. We are not given any hint that Satan can
experience any positive emotions such as love and mercy. It appears that if he has
any emotions at all they are only negative ones. Compared to the many Scriptures
speaking of God’s and man’s emotions we have only one allusion to Satan’s
emotion and itis his wrath.*® Even in this passage it may not be his feelings that are
in focus but his tactics of intimidating mankind.

There is no reason for any man to feel he will find any sympathetic bonding with
Satan when he shares in his eternal abode in the Lake of Fire. Only misery, agony
and loneliness await those deceived by his lies.

Though Satan is the most powerful of all the created beings, God as his Creator
is infinitely superior in majesty and might. There is no human who can be a match
for Satan in his own strength. But let us take hope! There is no human who cannot
withstand him when he is supported by Almighty God.

This lesson is to help us better understand Satan so we can be equipped to
overcome his lies and his temptations.
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SATAN’S ORIGIN AND FALL

s 14:12 How art thou fallen from heaven,
O Lucifer, son of themorning! how art thou
cut down to the ground, which didst weaken
the nations! 13 For thou hast said in thine
heart, | will ascend into heaven, | will exalt
my throne above the stars of God: | will sit
also upon the mount of the congregation, in
the sides of the north: 14 | will ascend
above the heights of the clouds; | will be
like the most High. 15 Yet thou shalt be
brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.
Ez 28:14 Thou art the anointed cherub that
covereth; and | have set thee so: thou wast
upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast
walked up and down in the midst of the
stones of fire. 15 Thou wast perfect in thy
ways from the day that thou wast created,
till iniquity was found in thee. 16 ...thou
hast sinned: therefore | will cast thee as
profane out of the mountain of God: and |
will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from
the midst of the stones of fire. 17 Thine
heart was lifted up because of thy beauity,
thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason
of thy brightness...

Jn 8:44 Yeareof your father the devil, and
thelusts of your father yewill do. Hewas a
murderer from the beginning, and abode not
inthetruth, becausethereisno truth in him.
When he speaketh alie, he speaketh of his
own: for heisaliar, and the father of it.

SATAN’S ACTIVITIES TODAY

Gel:1...And hesaid unto thewoman, Y ea,
hath God said, Y e shall not eat of every tree
of the garden? 4 And the serpent said unto
the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For
God doth know that in the day ye eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and
ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.
Jb 1:9 Then Satan answered the LORD,
and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? 10
Hast not thou made an hedge about him,
and about his house, and about all that he
hath on every side? thou hast blessed the

Satan

work of his hands, and his substance is
increased intheland. 11 But put forth thine
hand now, and touch al that he hath, and he
will curse thee to thy face.
2Co 11:4 For if he that cometh preacheth
another Jesus, whom we have not preached,
or if ye receive another spirit, which ye
have not received, or another gospel, which
ye have not accepted, ye might well bear
with him. 13 For such are false apostles,
deceitful workers, transforming themselves
into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed
into an angel of light. 15 Thereforeit isno
great thing if his ministers aso be
transformed as the ministers of
righteousness; whoseend shall beaccording
to their works.
Ep 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked
according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience:
1Pe 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour:

SATAN’S FUTURE DEFEAT
Lu 10:17 And the seventy returned again
with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are
subject unto us through thy name. 18 And
he said unto them, | beheld Satan as
lightning fall from heaven.
R0 16:20 And the God of peace shall bruise
Satan under your feet shortly...
Re 20:1 And | saw an angel come down
from heaven, having the key of the
bottomless pit and agreat chain in his hand.
2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old
serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and
bound him a thousand years. 10 And the
devil that deceived them was cast into the
lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast
and the false prophet are, and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.

-38-



Lesson 6 Satan

QUESTIONS FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION
1. What clues can you find in the passages in Isaiah and Ezekiel that reveal the
being in focus is more than human?

2. Givefour character or physical traits of this created being.

3. Isit ever possiblefor Satan to tell thetruth? How can Satan quote Scripture and
gtill belying?

4. What are Satan’s primary tactics when he works to undermine men’'s
relationship with God?

5. Was the promise Satan made of man having his eyes opened and becoming
“gods’ realized?

6. When Satan comes into God's presence, how does he attempt to destroy the
relationship between man and God?

7. What are some ways Satan presents himself and his ministers as angels of light
today?

8. Explain Satan’ stacticsasa roaring lion.

9. Why did Jesus tur n the disciples thoughts away fromtheir spiritual powerswith
a statement about Satan’s fall from heaven?

10. What involvement will believers have in the subjection of Satan?
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SATAN’S ORIGIN AND FALL
1. Pride was the vice that transformed Lucifer from a useful angel into a
rebellious enemy of his Creator. There seems to be a fine line between
acknowledging one’ s created abilities and thinking of oneself as better than others.
Wedo not know all of what pushed L ucifer over the edgeinto rebellion, but we are
sure pride was abig part of the equation. It isdifficult to understand that all the sin
and all the hurt that existsin the universe began with such asmall beginning. Think
of the murders, the adulteries, and the thievery, etc. that happens every day. It all
goes back to that small beginning. If pride could turn an angel into a devil and
eventually bring all the sin and suffering and hell fire for eternity, let us beware of
its subtle influences in our own lives and relationships.
2. Satan wasnot corrupted by someone outside himself; hisown thought patterns
created sin in all the forms as it is expressed today. God does not answer to a
standard of holiness; holiness is His character. Satan does not deal with sin and
iniquity, he is the personification of it. There was no one there to tempt him.
Iniquity and lying were found in him who once was pure and holy. When we
choose sin and iniquity, we are choosing the person of Satan as our master. It isnot
just alittle moral choice, it is a choice of identification. That is why we have the
teaching in Romans 6:16, “ Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yoursel ves servants
to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness?”
3. Along with pride and iniquity, Satan immediately became a murderer and
a liar. He is the opposite of every benevolent virtue of God. Cut off and
alienated from his Creator, Satan became the opposite to every virtue in its
opposing vice. Instead of perfect love, he is murder. Instead of absolute truth, he
is falsehood. Instead of mercy, he is cruelty. While men may feel in their fallen
nature they have more of akinship with Satan than with the holiness of God, even
the most wicked man has no way to grasp the horror of darkness Satan redly is.

SATAN’'S ACTIVITIES WITH HUMANS

4. Satan’s chief approach to humans is to create doubt about the goodness of
God and undermineHisauthority. In essence, Satan plied Evewith two questions.
“Does God really mean what He says?’ and “Is what He is asking of you what is
really the best for you?’ These questions filter into the thoughts of every manin
one form or another. How can ajust and loving God allow so much wrongdoing
and so much suffering? Does the Bible really mean what it says? Churches may
ask, “ Can't wejust compromise afew thingsto be more attractive to more people?”’
while youth ask “Do we really need to live al the commandments of God? Can’t
agood average of obedience be enough?”’

It isareally good and necessary thing to remind ourselves that the very best
we will ever find for our livesisto livein the perfect center of our Creator’ s will.
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No sin or rebellion will ever satisfy as much as holiness and submission.

5. Since Satan’s trait is dishonesty he has no problem disguising himself as a
benevolent and acceptable master. Satan cannot be honest. Even evil men have a
line of evil they will not cross. The lowest man in prison will pride himself that
while he did do thisor that, there are other areas where he absolutely would not go.
This cannot be said of Satan. He not only has no line of morality, he also entices
men beyond every line of decency that may be imagined. He is dishonesty.

6. Satan promises mankind gratification in all the areas of human desire. God
created mankind with strong desires. These desires give us some God-like
capabilities, having a pull toward being creative and benevolent. But these desires
are corrupted in the Fall so they may become passionate motivationsfor evil. Satan
capitalizes on these desires. He promises fulfillment for the “lust of the flesh, the
lust of the eyes and the pride of life.”* It is not wrong that we have these
capabilities or even these desires; only that they can take us in such wrong
directions. When we fulfill our God-given passionsin away that honors Him, we
find greater fulfillment in life. When we respond in the Devil’ s way, we are faced
with greater emptiness. Some of the answer to temptation isto passionately serve
God with all our heart and resources thus finding outlet for the energies and
abilities He created us with.

7. Satan knows Scripture and will quote it when it serves his purposes. Every
verse Satan quoted to Jesus was true. The falsehood was in the fact that following
the verse in that setting would have led Jesus to violate greater Bible truths. Satan
has years of exposureto God's revealed will. Heis more versed in the Bible than
anyone of us. Hisproblemwith the Bibleisthat it is Truth. So he only quotesit out
of context. He will not offer the Bible to a person in away that would help that
person to go right. He does make many suggestions and applications that seduce
the person to go against greater principles and eventually ensnare that person into
sin. One of his chief deceptionsisto have souls deeply troubled by the wrong they
see in others so they give themselves over to wrongdoing and justify themselves
init.

8. Satan conquers some hearts through deception and others through
intimidation. “As the ministers of righteousness’ or “as aroaring lion;” how can
this al come from the same source? Satan has one goal in mind and that is to
undermine the work of our Creator. Therefore he quickly adjusts to the weakness
of each personality. Some are more easily deceived while others are more quickly
overwhelmed by what seems to be never ending pressures and problems of life.
Focusing on the negatives of earth experience they fall prey to self pity, depression
and despair. Forgetting the promises of God we can easily begin to have more
vision of the devil’s program than that of our own God. Remember, to us “are
given...exceeding great and precious promises. that by these (we) might be
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
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through lust” (2 Peter 1:4).

SATAN’S FUTURE DEFEAT
9. Satan will be defeated by Christ and the angels, and we as saintswill share a
part in the victory. We may not understand all of what is meant by God bruising
Satan under our feet shortly. The picture likely compares to what we find in Old
Testament accounts when the victors would place their feet upon the necks of their
enemies such asin Joshua 10:24. Whatever the exact meaning we know it signifies
victory, finally and forever. Can you imagine a time when you have the privilege
to have Satan under your feet? When you know his power over you is broken
forever? When the reproach he has brought upon God and the creation is gone for
eternity? Let uslive each day with thisvision in view.
10. The beauty and glory of heaven will be enhanced by the fact that Satan and
his forces are forever banned and consigned to the Lake of Fire. In life we are
tempted to hold ill will toward men who have hurt us. These men are not the real
problem. The real problem is the devil who is behind them. In life we may be
tempted to feel abit of remorse for him who was once an angel and that he hasto
exist in eternity in the Lake of Fire. That remorse isill founded. Let us keep in
sharp focus that we can forgive all men. The one who may receive no forgiveness
from usisthe deceiver of our souls. He isthe ultimate enemy of God and of every
living soul.

CONCLUSION
All creation and especialy all living men bear the scars of Satan’sfall ontheir
souls. Each one of us has inherited a nature that resonates with Satan’s nature and
our impulses are to say “Yes!” when he comes with an offer. Strangeiit is how we
can see through the temptation someone el se faces, but fall flat on our face for our
own! We must see through the lies of Satan and we must learn to say “NO!” to
each of his deceptions.
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LESSON 7
THE FALLEN ANGELS

According to the Scriptures, there is a host of enemy beings around us that we
cannot see. These are fallen angels; otherwise known as devils or demons. While
we may think we are rather far removed from their influences, we will do well to
study this lesson closely. Fallen angels are very involved in our world today.

There are two words in the Old Testament translated devils, the one comes to
us in English as satyr, or a male goat. The other one is defined as demon, and
comes from the root word meaning, “to ruin, destroy, devastate.” In the New
Testament, all the words translated devils come from the same root; a word that
means “of the gods” and “able to distribute fortunes.”

There is a direct link between idols, demons and devils. “What say | then? that
the idol is any thing, or that which is offered in sacrifice to idols is any thing? But |
say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to
God: and | would not that ye should have fellowship with devils...” (1 Corinthians
10:19-21). This would teach that evil angels are present in the worship of pagan or
heathen religions. Undoubtedly they are involved in our world in other ways as well;
in ways we must allow the New Testament to define.

One of the prevailing teachings of today is that every problem, every
temptation, every negative emotion, we as Christians experience is because of
demonic oppression. This teaching maintains demon oppression is overcome by
rebuking the demons in the name of Jesus. Is this what the New Testament
teaches?

Anabaptist theology has focused more on the fallen nature of man and fallen
emotions that linger are present in the life of the Christian. It has emphasized the
need for the believer to fill his life with spiritual disciplines such as singing, praying
and reading the word. These next lessons will explore which model of the Christian
life is scriptural. Will we find victory by rebuking demons and claiming freedom? Or
is victory to be found by putting off the old man and feeding our spiritual nature?
Since the Christian warfare is real, we need to answer these questions scripturally.

What are the parameters for demons? What may they do and not do? How
careful should we be with items we may have in our possession that may have been
“blessed” by witches? How much time should we spend making sure evil spirits
have been exorcized from our property and our possessions?

The goal of this lesson is for us to have a Biblical view of the demon world
so we can avoid their devices.
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TEACHING ABOUT SATAN'S ANGELS
Re12:4 And his(thedragon’s) tail drew the
third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast
them to the earth...

Mt 8:28 And when he was come to the
other side into the country of the
Gergesenes, there met him two possessed
with devils, coming out of the tombs,
exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass
by that way. 29 And, behold, they cried out,
saying, What have we to do with thee,
Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come
hither to torment us before the time...

Ja 2:18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast
faith, and | have works: shew me thy faith
without thy works, and | will shew thee my
faith by my works.19 Thou believest that
thereis one God; thou doest well: the devils
aso believe, and tremble.

1Jo 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit,
but try the spirits whether they are of God:
because many false prophets are gone out
into the world. 2 Hereby know ye the Spirit
of God: Every spirit that confesseth that
Jesus Christ is comein the flesh is of God:
3 And every spirit that confesseth not that
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of
God: and this is that spirit of antichrist,
whereof ye have heard that it should come;
and even now already is it in the world. 4
Ye are of God, little children, and have
overcomethem: becausegreater ishethat is
in you, than he that isin the world. 5 They
are of theworld: therefore speak they of the
world, and the world heareth them. 6 We
areof God: hethat knoweth God heareth us;
hethat is not of God heareth not us. Hereby
know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of
error.

INSTANCES OF EVIL SPIRITS AT WORK
Ju 9:23 Then God sent an evil spirit
between Abimelech and the men of
Shechem; and the men of Shechem dealt
treacherously with Abimelech:

The Fallen Angels

1Sa 16:14 But the Spirit of the LORD
departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from
the LORD troubled him. 23 And it came to
pass, when the evil spirit from God was
upon Saul, that David took an harp, and
played with hishand: so Saul wasrefreshed,
and was well, and the evil spirit departed
from him.

2Ch 18:18 ... saw the LORD sitting upon
his throne, and all the host of heaven
standing on his right hand and on his left.
19 And the LORD said, Who shall entice
Ahab king of Israel, that he may go up and
fall at Ramothgilead?... 20 Then there came
out a spirit, and stood before the LORD,
and said, | will entice him. And the LORD
said unto him, Wherewith? 21 And he said,
I will go out, and be a lying spirit in the
mouth of all his prophets. And the LORD
said, Thou shalt entice him, and thou shalt
also prevail: go out, and do even so.

2Co 10:7 And lest | should be exdted
above measure through the abundance of
the revelations, there was given to me a
thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to
buffet me, lest | should be exalted above
measure. 8 For this thing | besought the
Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9
And he said unto me, My graceis sufficient
for thee: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness...

THE JUDGEMENT OF FALLEN ANGELS

Mt 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them
on theleft hand, Depart from me, ye cursed,
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil
and hisangels:
Ju 1:6 And the angels which kept not their
first estate, but |eft their own habitation, he
hath reserved in everlasting chains under
darkness unto the judgment of the great
day. 7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and
the cities about them in like manner
...suffering the vengeance of eternad fire.
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QUESTIONS FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION
1. What powers were given to the two men filled with demons?

2. What evidence do we have that these devils knew Jesus?

3. What iswrong with the faith the devils have?

4. Why might unbelieverssenseor “ hear” fromspiritsina® haunted” settingwhile
Christians are oblivious to any such sensation?

5. What evidence do we have that demons are ill given power to trouble
interpersonal relationships today?

6. Why did the evil spirit leave Saul when the music was played for him?

7. Why did playing music not deliver Saul from an evil spirit on every occasion?

8. Does God ever use demons to accomplish His purposes in people today?

9. What isthe final end of evil angels?

10. Why might some demons already be reserved in chains of darkness today?
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TEACHING ABOUT FALLEN ANGELS
1. The Scriptures indicate that approximately one third of all created angels
chose to follow Satan in his rebellion against God. Satan thought he had very
good reason to rebel against God. We are not given the exact reason but clueshelp
us understand. We are told God designated that angelsare to be ministering spirits,
having a calling to serve menial tasks to those who shall be heirs of salvation.
Angelsinbeing created with greater power and might could have believed they had
good reason to resist this calling. Why would anyone want to serve creatures|ower
than himself? Why accept that lowly mankind would one day judge them as higher
beings? And so some angels followed Lucifer. Perhaps they reasoned as some
Satan worshiperstoday that if enough created beingswould follow him, they could
one day overthrow God. Now, in being cut off from the goodness of God, thereis
no depth of depravity too low for them. Only the restraints of God hold them back.
2. When demons take possession of a person, not only isthe victim powerlessto
control thedemons, otherscannot control the demon or person either. If demons
have any passion it isto damn every soul that is under their influence. Thereis no
such thing as a neutral demon! They cannot bear to see one Christian happy; one
soul preparing for eternity and being an heir to sharing in the reward of heaven. In
demon possession they have an extra degree of control over their victim and the
suffering they bring is astounding. They will do al that is within their power to
make mankind miserable and bring their subjects to the grave of a sinner or even
suicide as soon as possible.
3. Demonsare proof it takes morethan faith to savea person; it takesa faith that
changes one's life. Do demons believe in God? In Jesus? In the Holy Spirit? Of
course! They likely wish they could doubt the existence of God. Do they believe
inthe Truth of the Bible? Perhapsthey schemeto write adifferent ending, but they
know without doubt their doom is sealed. However, in al the beliefs the devils
have in God and in His power, their thoughts never trandate into repentance or
obedience. They only know rebellion.
4. Our only guarantee that we can overcomethese evil angelsisto havetheHoly
Spirit live within our hearts. One can sense the impending doom that demons
realize every time they are brought into the presence of Christ or one of His
followers. The Holy Spirit has infinite power over demons. By having Him dwell
within us we partake in His authority over them. While it is right to respect the
world of angels, we need not, and we dare not fear them. Jesus commanded us to
only fear God, the One who can cast both soul and body into hell.*
5. Unbelieverswho have devel oped their spirit sensitivity may sensethe presence
of demons. These demons usually masgquerade as the souls of the departed.
Unbelievers may sense spirits in haunted houses, around relics, or at battlefields
where people lost their lives. They believe these spirits to be the souls of the
departed, especially those who lost their lives unjustly or under great trauma. We

-46-



Lesson 7 The Fallen Angels

know the souls of the departed either to “be with Christ”*® if they were believers
or in“the place of torments’* if they lived in sin. They simply are not freeto linger
around the world. However, as our text informs us, demons do speak to people of
this world and unbelievers hear them, and sense their presence. These demons
speak untruths, things about thisworld in order to confuse the unbeliever and keep
him focused on falsehoods. Again, our protection is the One who is greater and
who lives within us as followers of Christ. We do not need to fear these demons
and will find they do not give evidence of themselves while we are around.
Related to this subject isthefact that as believers we should be sensitive to the
Spirit’swarningsin our lives. If we sense awarning or spirit check in researching
medical resources or other helps for problems we should hearken. We should
accept these intuitions as from the Holy Spirit® and steer clear of what does not
“feel” right, at least until we know that all meets the standards of God’s Word.

INSTANCES OF EVIL SPIRITS AT WORK

6. Evil spirits may be involved when brethren who were oncein harmony begin
to bitterly oppose each other. Satan not only wants us to doubt God, he wants us
to doubt and mistrust each other. He would come and corrupt our sense of justice
toturnitinto ajudgmental and critical attitude. Through hisinfluence men become
skilled in seeing inconsistencies and woeful tendenciesin each other. Then rather
than talk to each other they talk about each other. Rather than to cover these sins
with charity,™ they build concerns into offenses. This soon builds walls and deep
schisms develop between brethren.

7. Beautiful or godly music may settle the mood of one who is troubled, but it
cannot cure the underlying problem of an unclean spirit. The orderly
arrangement of sounds in melody, harmony and rhythm is of divine origin. When
men give themselves to orderly music, especially when the words point to divine
themes, it recreates order in their own being. However, if the heart is set on
rebellion against God, this heart rebellion will soon drown out any temporary
benefit the music may have had. King Saul is an example of this. The simple fact
that music did not cure his heart issue should not be construed to say that musicis
wrong. Music simply cannot force lasting change in arebellious heart. The halls
of heaven will resonate and resound with the melody of singing voices and
melodious harps. All the while the caverns of the Lake of Fire will echo with the
cacophony of groans, grinding of teeth and screams of helplessness.

8. God permitsevil spiritsto bring suffering to saintsin order to put Hisgrace on
display. The word translated messenger of Satan is the same word angellos which
isusualy tranglated angel. In the Old Testament Job is highlighted for his patience
in withstanding the evil angels of Satan. In the New Testament we have the
example of Paul. The angel was allowed to cause Paul to suffer a “thorn in the
flesh,” a ‘bodily annoyance or disability’. God knew Paul could handle this
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suffering and it put His grace on display before evil men. The victorioustestimony
of Paul in enduring this trial benefits us even today. We need to remember that
even though the influence of demons brings much conflict and despair into our
experience, God isableto take their worst and bring great blessing to Hiskingdom.

Perhaps this example comes the closest to the “demon oppression” teaching
we hear today. Paul was a saint who was troubled by this evil angel. How does he
respond? He cries out to God with arequest that this struggle be removed from his
life. It isentirely appropriate for us to follow Paul’s example.

Equally enlightening iswhat Paul did not do. He did not rebuke the evil spirit.
He had cast devils out of individuals before so he was experienced with the
process.® He did not lay on hands; he did not even call for an anointing. He simply
prayed and asked for deliverance. When God said “No,” he accepted this trouble
as a new normal. He realized he could embrace the suffering and give a visible
display of the grace of God. His attitude became one of “gladly” being a partaker
of suffering of the thorn of the demon and as a result, displayed grace and left us
an example for our experience today.

THE JUDGMENT OF FALLEN ANGELS
9. All devils will meet just judgment in the eternal Lake of Fire. All living
humans, no matter how hardened have an opportunity to repent unless they
continue to blaspheme the Holy Spirit. We therefore should reach out in love and
compassion to them, pleading for the mercy of God. Not so with devils. We dare
not have communion or fellowship with them. We dare not accept any remedy or
power they may supposedly have to offer.

CONCLUSION

Satan is real and his angels, devils and demons are real too. They know the
desperation of the struggle they are in and how they soon shall be consigned to
eterna torments. We may expect great attacks in our thoughts and emotions from
them, but we are not alone. God gives each one of us adequate protection if we
keep our focus on Him. Decisions need to be bathed in prayer and all forms of trust
in unknown powers must be renounced. However, should demons be allowed to
bring suffering or vexation into our lives, we should not consider this unusual.
Rather we should reach beyond them to the greater resources of faith. In doing this
our lives will showcase Kingdom grace and divine deliverance.



LESSON 8
UNDERSTANDING AND RELATING
TO DEMON POSSESSION

The Scriptures describe a spirit phenomenon wherein an evil spiritactually lives
in and takes possession over a human being. We will see in the accounts in this
lesson that when a person is demon possessed, there are distinct characteristics
of demon possession that are impossible to hide. This condition seems not to have
existed in the Old Testament, but occurs quite frequently in the New.

We are not sure why demon possession appears on the scene of history and
then disappears again. Some believe this came from Israel’s exposure to Satan
worship as it existed in the Persian empire. History tells us this is when an occult
form of Judaism came into being and is still a fringe element of Jewish culture
today. Also, itis in this time frame that the Apocrypha records the first illustration
of demon possession.

In our day Satanism (Satan worship), is on the increase and heathenism
continues to exist in many cultures. It is entirely possible that we will begin to see
more demon possession similar to what is seen in the New Testament. Should
demon possession again manifest itself, we have no reason to believe it will be
different from the expressions we find in New Testament times. In fact, we believe
the New Testament serves as the ultimate resource and text book on how we will
recognize and relate to demon possession.

As referred to in our last lesson, we are faced with a doctrine of devils that
proposes demons can oppress children and saints today. One of these is ancestral
sins. These theories assume devils have different boundaries than they did in the
New Testament and that Christians should respond in a different manner than
Jesus and the disciples did in their day. We cannot accept this rationale or doctrine.

This lesson helps us become familiar with demon possession so we can
identify it and respond to it as Christians should.

EXAMPLES OF DEMON POSSESSION Mr 9:17And one of the multitude answered

-49-

Lesson 8 Understanding and Relating to Demon Possession

and said, Master, | have brought unto thee
my son, which hath a dumb spirit; 20 And
they brought him unto him: and when he
saw him, straightway the spirit tare him;
and he fell on the ground, and wallowed
foaming. 21 And he asked his father, How
long is it ago since this came unto him?
And he said, Of achild. 22 And ofttimesiit
hath cast him into the fire, and into the
waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do
any thing, have compassion on us, and help
us.
Lu 8:28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out,
and fell down before him, and with aloud
voice said, What have | to do with thee,
Jesus, thou Son of God most high? |
beseech thee, torment me not. 29 (For he
had commanded the unclean spirit to come
out of the man. For oftentimesit had caught
him: and he was kept bound with chains
and in fetters; and he brake the bands, and
wasdriven of thedevil into thewilderness.)
30 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is
thy name? And he said, Legion: because
many devils were entered into him.
Ac 19:3 Then certain of the vagabond Jews,
exorcists, took upon themto call over them
which had evil spirits the name of the Lord
Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus
whom Paul preacheth. 14 And there were
seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief
of the priests, which did so. 15 And the evil
spirit answered and said, Jesus | know, and
Paul 1 know; but who are ye? 16 And the
man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on
them, and overcame them, and prevailed
against them, so that they fled out of that
house naked and wounded.

Jesus’ POWER OVER DEMONS
Mr 9:23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst
believe, all things are possible to him that
believeth. 24 And straightway the father of
the child cried out, and said with tears,
Lord, | believe; help thou mineunbelief. 25
When Jesus saw that the people came

running together, he rebuked the foul spirit,
saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf
spirit, | charge thee, come out of him, and
enter no more into him. 26 And the spirit
cried, and rent him sore, and came out of
him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that
many said, He is dead. 27 But Jesus took
him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he
arose.
L u 8:2 And certain women, which had been
healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary
called Magdalene, out of whom went seven
devils,

TRUTHS ABOUT POSSESSION
Mt 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father whichisin heaven. 22 Many will say
to mein that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy name done
many wonderful works? 23 And then will |
professunto them, | never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity.
Mt 12:43 When the unclean spirit is gone
out of a man, he waketh through dry
places, seeking rest, and findeth none. 44
Then he saith, | will return into my house
from whence | came out; and when he is
come, he findeth it empty, swept, and
garnished. 45 Then goeth he, and taketh
with himself seven other spirits more
wicked than himself, and they enter in and
dwell there: and the last state of that manis
worse than the first.
Lu 10:17And the seventy returned again
with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are
subject unto us through thy name. 18 And
he said unto them, | beheld Satan as
lightning fall from heaven. 19 Behold, |
give unto you power to tread on serpents
and scorpions, and over al the power of the
enemy: and nothing shall by any meanshurt
you. 20 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not
that the spirits are subject unto you; but
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rather regjoice, because your names are  written in heaven.

QUESTIONS FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION
1. What actually was happening when a person was demon possessed?

2. What are common symptoms of demon possession?

3. What are some |essons we learn from the experience when Sceva’ s sonstried to
cast out devils?

4. Why would there be a natural connection between demon possession and
attempts at suicide or murder?

5. What gave Jesus as a Man the power to cast out demons?

6. What usually was to blame when someone was demon possessed?

7. How do we know one can believe he has ability to cast out devils and heis still

not guaranteed salvation?

8. How should we respond if an acquaintance begins to tell us some instance of

present day demon possession?

9. Why did Jesus and Paul consistently reject efforts of devils to honor them?

-51-

Lesson 8 Understanding and Relating to Demon Possession

10. What can we do to keep a correct focus when we have done many mighty works
in Jesus' name?

EXAMPLES OF DEMON POSSESSION
1. Some demon possessed persons seemed to have times when they appeared to
be normal, whereas others seemed to always be controlled by the demons. Of
course we do not know the details of these people’s everyday life. Older people
seem to be bound more or perhaps all the time. The young child the disciples met
would have times or spells when he would cast himself into the water or fire. It
would bethe character of the powers of darknessto take increased control with the
advance of age. Satan certainly does that with many addictions and other vices.
2. A common thread of demon possessed people is a compulsion to commit
suicide. We do not know how much spirits communicate with each other, but it
seems possible demons would have known of the presence of Jesus and the spread
of His influence throughout the land. One can almost sense their desperation to
avoid confrontation with Him. If they met Jesus, He would force them to leave
their host and possibly consign them to immediate torments. It seems right to
assume if they could have gotten their host to commit suicide that would have
enabled them to walk through dry country looking for other victims.* Besides, the
sooner they could take a victim into a Christless eternity, the sooner they would
have him as a victim forever. When the devils begged to enter into the pigs, Jesus
gave them permission. They then immediately caused the pigs to self-destruct
which freed the devils from immediate bondage with chains of darkness.
3. When demons in a possessed person come into the presence of righteous
people they seem compelled to identify their presence and their knowledge of
impending doom. This statement seems to highlight a paradox principle of
darkness. Darkness usually hides or conceals itself from the truth. When demon
possessed persons come around righteous people, the demons within cry out their
identity. Why? We find the reason in the words of the Apostle Paul. “ And have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. For itis
a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. But al
things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make
manifest is light” (Ephesians 5:11-13). Darkness does not want to disclose its
identity. The presence of light forces darkness to manifest its true identity.
4. Demonsarewell aware of the spiritual statusof thosewho come against them.
Men cannot deceive angel sor demons. Fromthedisciples weak spiritual condition
to the seven sons of one Sceva who were unbelievers, angels knew them al. We
may be sure our trueloyalty/identity isfully known to them. They have no question
about which side we really are on.
5. No one seems to be blamed or made to feel guilty for the condition of the
demon possessed person. Were there reasons why that “ Of achild” the young man
was suicidal ? Or why the Gadarene was possessed? Were the reasons general ones
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asin the apostasy of a nation? Or was it because of afamily’s choices or even the
choices of the parent? We are not told the answers to these questions. We do have
peopletoday who seem sure they know all the answers and would like usto imbibe
their theories. We will not strengthen our position when we begin to believe
something is true just because popular preachers believe it. If the Bible does not
teach it, we must not accept it just because someone says we should. We must stay
by the Word.

6. Ordinary people, no matter how much they cared, were powerlessto confront
and cast demons out of a possessed person. Here is the heart breaking truth.
Fathers and mothers longed for the well-being of their children. They watched
helplessly and with great heartache the spells that drove their children to the
precipice of suicide. Taking, loving, praying and watching did nothing to relieve
the root cause. And is there any hint of pity on the part of the demons? Not a bit.
The entire solution depended upon parents being able to find someone with the
spiritual authority to deliver their loved one.

JESUS’ POWER OVER DEMONS

7. Jesus healed them all. That isthelong and short of it. One climactic encounter.
One conversation. The entire problem was solved. We are sure the children had
normal needs from there away; all children do. But the answer to the problem of
demon possession was for Jesus to say the word. This should cause us increased
love and respect for our Lord as we sense how He lovingly gave of Himself for
these otherwise hopeless situations.

8. Jesustook on Himself their infirmities. In natural work, energy is given up to
have atask accomplished. It costs something to achieve something. Jesus’ disciples
did not yet havethe spiritual staminato accomplish exorcism. In the instance when
the woman touched the hem of Jesus' garment, “... Jesus said, Somebody hath
touched me: for | perceive that virtue is gone out of me” (Luke 8:46). In another
instance of the mass healing of large crowds the Holy Scripture records, “And the
whole multitude sought to touch him: for there went virtue out of him, and healed
them al” (Luke 6:19). This word “virtue” is often translated power. The Greek
word is dunamis and comes to our present vocabulary in the word dynamite. We
cannot understand all that Jesus gave up in that exchange.

9. Jesusoften required faith on the part of caring family members, but when the
person wasalone, He provided the spiritual power—all alone. No onewas passed
over when there was no one available to provide the faith. Neither did Jesus force
Hisdeliverance on anyone. The principle comesdown clearly to ustoday. We must
have an active sacrificial faith for usto receive the blessings Christ would offer us.
10. Some of the most loyal companionsof Jesushad oncebeen demon possessed.
What a change it made in the life of Mary Magdalene! She went from living as a
hopel essreject to being a personal friend of the Savior. Thisisexactly what makes
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our Savior so wonderful. No one is beyond His reach. Willingness to walk with
Him turns a life of constant frustration and impending doom to fruitfulness and
purpose for time and eternity.

TRUTHS ABOUT POSSESSION
11. Having claimed power over demons is not proof of true spirituality. Jesus
revealed that there are people who are convinced they have power over evil spirits
who are not even Hisdisciples. His charge against themisthat they continueto live
with known sin in their lives. One might question what really went on. Did they
actually cast out devils without even being saved?

When Jesuswas accused of casting out devilsthrough the power of Satan,* He
set the record straight. Satan is not divided against himself. What Jesus did was
through the true power of God. There may be lying wonders, but no power of Satan
would be expended to actually free one of the captives of Satan. Take a supposed
exorcist as an example: if heislost (or inthe camp of Satan) he cannot cast devils
out in the power of Jesus. What he does may impress himself and other men, but
it is not the work of God. From this we learn that people may be involved in
accomplishmentsthat seemimpressive and not even befollowers of Jesus! Thetest
of discipleship isalife free from iniquity; not alife of great works.

12. Theanswer to any foothold unclean spiritsmay havein our lifeisto befilled
with the Spirit of God. We cannot rest on past victories. We cannot continueto find
momentum for our souls on the nurture of yesterday. To continue in cleansing and
deliverance, each soul needsto experience being born again® on adaily basis. The
answer to al addictionsisto be addicted to the Lord Jesus with all one’s heart.
13. Being excited about our usefulnessin Christ’ swork may bea snareto us; our
saferefuge isworship and gratitude for salvation. Satan was impressed with his
powers. He fell like lightening from heaven. If he could fall undoubtedly we too
can fall from our much more lowly perch. Let us come daily in worship and
thanksgiving to the One who saved us and has written our names in heaven.

CONCLUSION
Aswe study the patterns of demon possession a model emerges. It isamodel
that we rarely seetoday. Possibly the devils are not ready to risk being confronted
by Christians and the certain judgment they would face. If we do encounter demon
possession, we need to confront it with the same ministry and service as early
Christians so the souls of men may be set free.
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LESSON 9
RELATING PROPERLY TO THE WORLD
OF THE OCCULT

Just as the Bible teaches us how to reach out and establish a relationship with
the true God, even so those who follow Satan have learned ways to use their spirits
to communicate with evil spirits. This frequently is done so supernatural powers
may be enlisted. Some have known very well what they were getting into. Others
have become involved in occult practices without being aware of what they were
doing. Consider the following true life experiences.

Myrtle was a convert to Christ as a result of evangelistic efforts in one of the
larger cities over 60 years ago. One day out of curiosity she stopped at a fortune
teller palm reader to hear her fortune told. The witch told her she would soon meet
and marry a man from the military. Myrtle followed this counsel. She related her
story many years later—regretting the decisions she made to leave the church and
brokenly sharing the many things she suffered at the hand of her husband.

Sam, a young Christian, spent the night with his cousins. Late in the evening
the young people brought out a Ouija board. They urged him to become involved in
their “innocent” fun by asking the board questions. Sam did not feel right asking
something questions that could not answer with reason and logic. In coming to a
greater understanding of the occult in later years, he is grateful for the leading of
the Spirit in that hour, and grieves the course of disobedience his cousins chose.

Phil and Daisy are a young Christian couple in a third-world mountain
community. In instruction class they learn of the power of God over the world of
spirits. They understand witchcraft very well; they know local witches and have
witnessed sicknesses and/or deaths brought about when a witch was paid to cast
a spell over a victim. They are encouraged to remove the pictures of Mary and the
child from their home. “But these have been blessed by a priest” they explain. “If
we take them away our home and our children will be made vulnerable to the
powers of darkness.” They are helped to see that if they keep the pictures they will
be compromising the hedge of God about their home. The images are discarded
and no one suffers any ill effects.

These illustrations are not fiction, and many other illustrations could be cited.
We need to be aware of God’s call to reject all hidden powers and trust in Him and
His word alone.

This lesson is dedicated to help us understand what we need to know about
the world of the occult from a Biblical perspective.
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AREAS OF OCCULT INVOLVEMENT
Le 17:7 And they shall no more offer their
sacrificesunto devils, after whom they have
gone awhoring. This shall be a statute for
ever unto them throughout their
generations. 19:31 Regard not them that
have familiar spirits, neither seek after
wizards, to be defiled by them: | am the
LORD your God. 20:6 And the soul that
turneth after such as have familiar spirits,
and after wizards, to go a whoring after
them, | will even set my face against that
soul, and will cut him off...
De 18:9 When thou art come into the land
which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou
shalt not learn to do after the abominations
of those nations. 10 There shall not be
found among you any one that maketh his
son or his daughter to pass through thefire,
or that useth divination, or an observer of
times, or an enchanter, or awitch, 11 Or a
charmer, or aconsulter with familiar spirits,
or awizard, or a necromancer. 12 For al
that do these things are an abomination
unto the LORD: and because of these
abominationsthe LORD thy God doth drive
them out from before thee.
Ho 4:12 My people ask counsel at their
stocks, and their staff declareth unto them:
for the spirit of whoredoms hath caused
them to err, and they have gone a whoring
from under their God.
Re9:20 And therest of the men which were
not killed by these plagues yet repented not
of theworks of their hands, that they should
not worship devils, and idols of gold, and
silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood:
which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:
21 Neither repented they of their murders,
nor of their sorceries, nor of ther
fornication, nor of their thefts.

OCCULT INVOLVEMENT ILLUSTRATED
De 32:15 But Jeshurun waxed fat, and
kicked...16 They provoked him to jealousy
with strange gods, with abominations

provoked they him to anger. 17 They
sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to gods
whom they knew not, to new gods that
came newly up, whom your fathers feared
not.
1Sa 28:7 Then said Saul unto his servants,
Seek meawoman that hath afamiliar spirit,
that | may go to her, and enquire of her...8
And Saul disguised himself, and put on
other raiment, and he went, and two men
with him, and they came to the woman by
night: and he said, | pray thee, divine unto
me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him
up, whom | shall name unto thee... 11 Then
said the woman, Whom shall | bring up
unto thee? And he said, Bring me up
Samuel. 12 And when the woman saw
Samuel, she cried with aloud voice: and the
woman spake to Saul, saying, Why hast
thou deceived me? for thou art Saull ...
1Ch 10:13 So Saul died for his
transgression which he committed against
the LORD, even against the word of the
LORD, which he kept not, and also for
asking counsel of one that had a familiar
spirit, to enquire of it

BELIEVERS RELATING TO THE OCCULT
Ac 19:18 And many that believed came,
and confessed, and shewed their deeds.19
Many of them also which used curious arts
brought their books together, and burned
them before all men...
2Co 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers... 16 And what
agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? for ye are the temple of the living
God; as God hath said, | will dwell in them,
and walk in them; and | will be their God,
and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore
come out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and | will receive you, 18
And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall
be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty.

-56-



Lesson 9 Relating Properly to the World of the Occult

QUESTIONS FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION
1. When the Caananites offered sacrifices to their idols who were they really
worshiping? Why did they do this?

2. Use adictionary (English, Hebrew or Bible) to define the following terms:
familiar spirits:
wizards:
divination:
observer of times:
enchanter:
witch:
charmer:
necromancer:

3. Why isGod provoked to jeal ousy when His people turn to demons for answers?

4. Using Saul as an example, why do people seek answers from those already
dead?

5. What are some modern day books that should not be in our possession?

6. What are some underlying principles that would help us understand we should
not usethe Ouija board or water dowsing but at the sametime not be obsessed over
a cabbage patch doll that supposedly had the blessing of a witch?

7. How much effort should we put forth to try to find out about the various

practices of devil worshipers?

8. How much responsibility do we have to make sure our communion table is not
affected by those who practice occult in “ natural” health practices?

9. What are some pagan idolsthat tempt Mennonitesin our day, or do we think we
areimmune?

10. What isthe best way to protect our homesand our loved onesfromtheinroads
of the occult?

11. Isthere any hope for someone who has been involved in Satan worship?
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AREAS OF OCCULT INVOLVEMENT
1. Theentertainment cultureof our day hasshifted towholehearted endor sement
of the occult. In the never ending search for something new, the entertainment
world keeps pushing the boundaries further and further into the forbidden. A few
years ago, we saw Satanic inroads through pornography, rock music and Eastern
religion/medicine. Those mediums seemed to be more on the fringe. Now writers
of even the books written for children openly involve the paranormal as if it was
reality. Children read and develop attachment to the personalities of witches or
werewolves. Children’s stories entice children into “out of the body experiences,”
dabbling in potents and spells and communicating with the dead. This attack may
be found in not only occult sections of the library, but in the general reading of
adults and children. It is in magazines designed not only for adults, but also for
youth and children. The stories are found on television, but also on DVD movies
aimed at children. Electronic and arcade games carry the same themes.
2. As parents and youth we are called to protect the souls of our children and
youth. One of the ways parents can protect themselves and their children isto fill
their homeswith truth and good influences aswell as erect barriers against the evil.
We simply do not need to permit our children to sit at the feet of magicians
speaking through games, videos or books such asthe Harry Potter series. We dare
not permit them access to online sources. If we sense there is some growing
allurement or exposure we need to confront it lovingly and honestly. It may not be
overlooked.
3. Let us beware “modern” theories of treating illnesses or disorders that are
occult practicesin disguise. The ancient Eastern Religions believed in many gods
and taught men how to open their spirits to the world of the occult. A simple
caution is to guard against any philosophy that teaches one to open his mind, or
float around in his head as a means of meditation or prayer. Another guidelineis
to eschew any philosophy that does not harmonize with Biblical directivesin child
training or health practices.
4. The best protection isto befilled with the Spirit of God and thefruit He brings
into our lives and homes. When a father and mother are filled with love, joy,
peace, etc it will flow out in everyday experience. When church leaders are
possessed with the Holy Spirit their administration will be marked with a sweet
reasonableness that will make even the most difficult discipline sweet with
heaven's blessing. In this environment the evil one has almost no opportunity to
break through the God-given hedge. However, when leaders, parents, youth
compromise and begin to serve Baal, protections are broken down. When thereis
a vacuum of inspiration and our homes are dead and lifeless or echo with angry
resentments, we become prime candidates of another spirit.
5.1nthetribulation of thelast daysmen will persist in worshiping false godsand
in using mood-altering substances. One of the truths that is sometimes concealed
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in the tranglation of sorceriesisthat it is chemically induced. The Greek word is
pharmakeia and isthe root word for our common word pharmacy. Strongsinforms
us pharmakeia means “the use or administering of drugs.” Obviously there is a
strong link in altered states of consciousness and demonic activity.

OCCULT INVOLVEMENT ILLUSTRATED
6. Being involved with demonic activity will bring God' s judgment on a nation.
Many of usin our generation have witnessed unparalleled advances in medicine,
technology and material goods. It seems each generation has been able to start up
where the last left off. The depression era with its concerns about saving and/or
“making do” has been replaced over and over again. Surely we will never see
plagues or holocausts such as were witnessed in the past! Think again. Thereisa
principle of Divine judgment that applieswhen aland becomes polluted with blood
and occult involvement. Many of uswho liveinthe West find it easy to think this
will never happen. But God will not be mocked. He will not need to apologize to
Sodom and the Caananites. The judgment He brought upon them will be repeated,
likely in our life time. One has to remember the words of our Lord Jesus when He
said, “Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to
escape al these thingsthat shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man”
(Luke 21:36).
7. The first step in turning to Satan’s power beginsin choosing to disobey the
Lord’s command. King Saul is a tragic example of the dlippery slope of
disobedience. One day he took a godly stance against witchcraft.** He would not
permit its cancerous presence among the I sraelites. So how did Satan take him from
that position to the place where he sought the advice of a witch? Where later he
took a sword to commit suicide?

Y ou know the journey. It started by compromising with the direction of God

for the benefit of personal gain. King Saul apparently craved the acceptance of the
people. He wanted to be considered a balanced leader. He likely wanted the
affluence and the comfort of a “partial-obedience” life style. After he allowed
disobedience in his life, he rgjected the path of godly sorrow and repentance. As
the Holy Spirit withdrew His convicting presence, He also withdrew the blessing
of Holy fellowship. Saul became ashell of aman, filled with envy, fear, and finally
with satanic influence.
8. Saul and thewitch of Endor give usinsightsinto theworld of spirits. Thewitch
of Endor was involved in necromancy, or calling up spirits that mimic the dead
person so they could be asked questions. (Does this suggest each living person has
a demon who follows him in life that can pose as being the actua person?)
However, when the apparition came up, it was not ademon who mimicked Samuel
but Samuel himself. This we gather from the genuine fright the witch of Endor
experienced. In the conversation, Samuel himself counseled with Saul.
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BELIEVERS RELATING TO THE OCCULT

9. While we need to confront and confess any involvement in the occult, we
cannot makeit the center of our focus. When Peter looked at the waves, hisfaith
disappeared and he began to sink.%” The lesson he learned on the Sea of Galilee
hel ps us know how we should relate to the stormy winds of our culture. We cannot
deny the fact, we are called to walk on water! There is no sure foundation to be
found in our culture today, and yet God has placed us here. Cultural norms that
once protected us and enabled us to live as the quiet of the land are changed by a
liberal media and politicians with an evil agenda. Soon the waves of cultural
changewill beat upon uswith persecution and hardship. All thewhile, the so called
“Pentecostal flavors’ of Christianity would have us believe that demons lurk in
every bad dream or disappointment we face in life. We are led to believe that
demons can bring us sickness or financial reverse. We are told that we should
identify these demons, rebuke them and bind them in Jesus' name. Is thiswhat the
New Testament teaches? It is not. Our security is to fill ourselves with Bible
promises and live in Christian discipleship.

Regarding the question if demons may contaminate or corrupt an object we
have what seems to be two opposing teachings from Scripture. In 1 Corinthians
10:20, we have Paul teaching “But | say, that the things which the Gentiles
sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and | would not that ye should
have fellowship with devils.” But we also have Paul teaching what seemsto bethe
opposite, “As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in
sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that thereis
none other God but one.” (1 Corinthians 8:4) At one time the idol is a devil. At
another time the idol is nothing. What makes the difference? Apparently when the
heathen involve an idol in worship, then it is something the devils have an
influencein. But, whenit isdisassociated from worship, and asisthe case of meats
offered to idolswhichisnow in the service of aChristian, thentheidol (or the meat
offered to it) is rendered innocent.

10. Our greatest snare from the evil one comes through our own lusts and
enticements, not from any demon oppression. TheentireNew Testament resonates
with answers for Christians who are looking for spiritual victory. But again and
again it identifies where our main enemy lies. The main enemy is our own nature,
our own lust!

IN CONCLUSION

“And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt
to teach, patient, In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God
peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of thetruth; And that
they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive
by him at his will” (2 Timothy 2:24-26). Simple Bible teaching of the Gospel
message sets men free and keeps them free!
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LESSON 10
PRINCIPLES FOR VICTORY
IN SPIRIT WARFARE

The Bible describes the Christian Life as being a warfare. Satan and his forces
are on one side, with the Divine Trinity and angelic beings on the other. As
Christians we have asked to be translated from the kingdom of darkness into the
kingdom of “His dear Son.”®® Satan and his forces are determined to break down
our resolve, and to entice us back into allegiance with the forces of darkness. How
can we be victorious in this struggle?

There are some very important principles to remember as we open this lesson
to study it.

Spiritual warfare has an intensity and a reality that surpasses all other
conflicts. Even the grief and sense of loss in carnal warfare is affected by the
spiritual dimension. Did the casualties die in the Lord? If not, then the loss in the
“ultimate sacrifice” is compounded in unfathomable proportions. Was a victim a
true believer? “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.”®® The victim is a victor!

Spiritual victory or loss is for eternity. The Bible presents a model where the
warrior fights and never returns when the war is over. Imagine the sense of loss
among those who gave into temptation “one more time” until it became eternal!
Imagine the joy of those who said “No!” to their besetting sin each time until it gave
way to the bliss of the celestial!

Spiritual warfare is universal. Each person you know, from the casual
acquaintance to the deeply loved one you carry in your heart is fighting a battle.
While there may be seasons when the struggle seems to back off in intensity,
temptation with its dark force will soon return. We need to be so very careful that
we are sensitive to what our loved ones are going through.

Ourvictories and our defeats are contagious. We have an influence through our
lives. We may be tempted to think that others do not even know about our personal
defeats. We keep our failures to ourselves. But that is not the way it works. When
a person pretends victory but lives in defeat, there is a hollow ring to his victory. A
false Christianity comes into his life. This false Christianity is devoid of the fruit of
the Spirit. It is inevitable that more than just the failing hypocrite is affected.

This lesson outlines principles for Christian victory in the spiritual struggle.
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TRANSLATED INTO JESUS’ KINGDOM
Co 1:12 Giving thanks unto the Father,
which hath made us meet to be partakers of
the inheritance of the saints in light: 13
Who hath delivered us from the power of
darkness, and hath trandated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son: 14 In whom we
have redemption through his blood, even
theforgivenessof sins: 15 Whoistheimage
of the invisible God, the firstborn of every
creature: 16 For by him were al things
created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visibleand invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or
powers: al things were created by him, and
for him:

He 4:14 Seeing then that we have a great
high priest, that is passed into the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
profession. 15 For we have not an high
priest which cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly unto
the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need.

LEARNING TO OBEY GOD’S SPIRIT

Ro 8:1 There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the
law of sin and death. 3 For what the law
could not do, in that it was weak through
the flesh, God sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh: 4 That the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled
in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit... 11 But if the Spirit of him that
raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you,
he that raised up Christ from the dead shall
also quicken your mortal bodies by his
Spirit that dwelleth in you. 12 Therefore,

brethren, we are debtors, not to theflesh, to
live after theflesh. 13 For if yelive after the
flesh, ye shal die: but if ye through the
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye
shall live.
Ga 5:16 This| say then, Walk in the Spirit,
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh: and these
are contrary the one to the other: so that ye
cannot do the things that ye would.
CASTING DOwWN STRONG HOLDS
2Co 10:4 (For the weapons of our warfare
are not carnal, but mighty through God to
thepulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting
down imaginations, and every high thing
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of
God, and bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ;
PREPARING FOR SPIRITUAL CONFLICT
Ep 6:10 Finaly, my brethren, be strong in
the Lord, and in the power of his might. 11
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye
may be ableto stand against the wiles of the
devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual wickedness in
high places. 13 Wherefore take unto you
the whole armour of God, that ye may be
abletowithstand in theevil day, and having
done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore,
having your loins girt about with truth, and
having on the breastplate of righteousness;
15 And your feet shod with the preparation
of the gospel of peace; 16 Aboveall, taking
the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be
able to quench al the fiery darts of the
wicked. 17 And take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which
istheword of God: 18 Praying always with
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and
watching thereunto with all perseverance
and supplication for al saints;
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QUESTIONS FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION
1. Howdoesrecognizng the attributes of Christ contributeto our spiritual victory?

2. Explain how the contrast between® light” and “darkness’ illustrates the
difference between the kingdoms of Christ and Satan.

3. Explain the process how a person may find grace to go through every hardship
this life may bring him.

4. \What would Jesus have been unableto do if He had remained in the spirit world
and never become flesh and blood?

5. In what way is Satan’s power already destroyed?

6. What was wrong with the Old Testament law and a “ law” approach to New
Testament church life?

7. How does a person who is walking after the Spirit act differently than one who

iswalking after the flesh?

8. If you recognized that the emotional struggles of your close friend mostly came
because of falsehoods in his thinking, how would you help him overcome in his
struggle?

9. Isit ever right to blame your circumstances when you have fallen into sin?

10. Explain how daily Bible reading and prayer contribute to personal victory.

11. How do you know personal victory over sinful temptationsisnot accomplished
by merely rebuking a devil and going forth with perfect deliverance?
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TRANSLATED INTO JESUS’ KINGDOM

1. Jesusisour captain, and Heisdevoting Hisresourcesto our spiritual survival.
We are not in this conflict alone. It seems like we are a one because our struggles
are within; so personal. When we look at others, it seems like they might not even
have struggles. But we know we have ours. These verses highlight the tremendous
deliverancethat has been performed for us. Through our relationship with Jesuswe
are made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saintsin light. Jesusisthe
one who made the entire spirit world. He has all power over them. He makesit His
personal project to deliver usfromtheir powers of darknessand to see usvictorious
all the way to eternal triumph.

2. Our Captain understandstheworld of human emotions. Even though Jesusdid
not have a fallen human nature and have its bent to do wrong, we are told and
shown that he did live with the same tricky emotions that we have. Two
experiences near the cross portray thisto us. In eternity past, when God and Christ
discussed the incarnation and plan of redemption, Jesus said “I delight to do thy
will Oh God!”® But as He lived in a human body and had human emotions He
cried out, “Oh Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me!” The other is
related to Jesus' cry from the cross, “My God, My God, Why hast thou forsaken
me?”® Less than 24 hours before Jesus had told His disciples, “Behold, the hour
cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and
shall leave me alone: and yet | am not alone, because the Father is with me.”®
Jesus understands very well what it islike to know something for fact in your head
and feel something very different in your emotions.

The promise is “grace to help in time of need.” The word picture here is
colorful. The Greek word trandated “to help” is “boetheia’ and it means “aid,
specially arope or chain for frapping avessel.” The other place thisword is used
isinActs27:17 where sailorstied the ship together so it would not fall apart during
shipwreck. Jesus, our Captain, makes sure we have sufficient aid so we do not fall
apart when it seems our lives are being wrecked.

LEARNING TO OBEY GOD’S SPIRIT
3. The law was perfect, but it could not be applied in a perfect way because of
human flesh. God’ sindwelling Spirit isour perfect answer for Christian victory.
According to Jewish reckoning, the law had 613 mitzvot or commandments.
According to Psalm 19:7 “the law of the Lord is perfect converting the soul.” In
Hebrews 7:19 we learn “the law made nothing perfect.” These 613 perfect
commands caused men to see how powerless they were to obey God in al things
because the flesh kept getting in the way. In fact, man became quite adept in
figuring out how to keep the commandment and yet get what he wanted in other
areas. We till need brotherhood agreements, church standards and decisionson a
church level. But the thing that keeps our hearts won in allegiance to Christ isthe
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fact that we know He understands. Now as Christians we keep listening for Holy
Spirit promptings. “Lord, what do you want meto do? How do you want meto live
for you,” isthe heart cry and yearning of the child of God.

4. When a person opens his heart to hearken to the Holy Spirit the Christian life
becomes a joy and a rewarding experience. This joy enables him to live a
converted life. Aslong as Christian living is alist of do's and don’ts, there is no
joy. When it becomes a passion to live out the will of the Master, then even the
darkest hours take on meaning and purpose. The negative side of Spirit walkingis
that we must say no to our fleshly impulses. Greed, lust, anger, envy, etc. al have
to be identified and denied. A person cannot obey both the Spirit of God and his
lower nature. Sometimes law or church rules can help a person see his deeper
problem, but they will not fix the heart. Only the love of Christ can do that. But
when a person truly is filled with the Spirit of Christ, his entire “want to” is
changed and he has no interest in wanting to protect his lust and wanting to serve
God at the same time. That might work with living under the law, but it is not the
norm for walking in the Spirit.

Sometimes peoplewould liketo give ustheimpression that Spirit living means
living without any guidelines and rules. Let us know for a certainty that Spirit
living is not permissiveness. We cannot walk both after the flesh and after the
Spirit. Living after the Spirit means we cannot do the things we “would.”

CASTING DOWN STRONGHOLDS

5. For us to have victory in our Christian life we need to base our thinking
patterns on truth. Thereis a correlation between the things a person tells himsel f
and hispersonal victory. If wetell ourselves everyoneisagainst us, wewill wallow
in self-pity. If we tell ourselves that we have a right to gratify our lustful
imaginations we will fall into shameful uncleanness. If we tell ourselves we have
not had the kind of opportunities that others have we will fall into depression. We
need to understand that God is for us, that we are given the resources we need for
spiritual victory, that we do not have temptationsthat are different than anyoneelse
has, and so forth. These lessons of truth come from reading the Word and from
hearing the preaching of the Word. “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed
on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32).

We have an example of thisin Psalm 73. There the Psalmist confesses his
inner thoughts which are actually misbeliefs about how much better sinners make
out than therighteous. He expresses hitternesstoward the struggl es of the righteous
while the wicked seem to prosper. His thinking patterns almost brought him to
spiritual defeat. Then he went to the sanctuary and began to think on eternal truths.
Ashis perspective changed, his mood changed. Instead of resentment toward God,
profound thanksgiving began to take root in his heart. Thisis precisely the type of
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stronghold or imagination that needs to be corrected for a Christian to maintain
victory in hisown life.

PREPARING FOR SPIRITUAL CONFLICT

6. Even asthesuccessof a soldier in theday of battle dependsupon hisweaponry
and preparation, even so our spiritual survival depends upon our personal
preparation for spiritual conflict. The Apostle Paul givesavivid description of the
soldier who needs to go face the enemy. Before he goes into battle he carefully
prepares every vulnerable area of hislife and devel ops a strategy for survival. We
too need to be honest with our weaknesses. What are the areas of our temptations?
Do wefaceextrastrugglewithtelling the truth? With our greed? With pride? Much
of our spiritual successdepends upon recognizing our weakness and seeking God' s
answer for our need.

IN CONCLUSION

“But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not
invain in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:57-58). Every saint who marches into the
celestial city will need to acknowledgeit is Jesuswho gave thevictory. Every saint
who faces the daily struggles of life needs to totally rely on the power of Jesusto
see himthrough. Wergjoicein Hisredemption. We hang on every word and follow
every precept because we know His word is the power in our lives. Truly every
saint who enters heaven isavictory for Jesus.

Endnotes:
1. “And when heis come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment:” (Joh 16:8)
2. “(Now that he ascended, what isit but that he also descended first
into the lower parts of the earth?’ (Eph 4:9)
3. “And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the
dead; whereof we are witnesses.” (Ac 3:15)
4 For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose
nameisHoly; | dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that
is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble,
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.” (Isa57:15)
5. “And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was
upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters.” (Ge 1.2)
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6.“Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out
of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to
flight the armies of the aliens.” (Heb 11:34)

7. For an example of Holy Spirit leading read Acts 16:6-9 and of
leaders taking improper control over their members see 3 John 1:9-
10.

8. Compare 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 with Revelation 19:8 and 14

9.“Arethey not al ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them
who shall be heirs of salvation?’ (Heb 1:14)

“They shall bear thee up in their hands, |est thou dash thy foot
against astone.” (Ps91:12)

10. “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses, let uslay aside every weight, and the sin which
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set
before us,” (Heb 12:1)

11.“Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things
that pertain to thislife?” (1Co 6:3)

12. Hebrews 2:5-13

13. “Who isthe image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every
creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by
him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things
consist. And heis the head of the body, the church: who isthe
beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in al things he might
have the preeminence.” (Col 1:15-18)

14. Genesis 2:1; Exodus 20:11; Deuteronomy 4:19; Colossians 1:16
15. Luke 4:33-36

16. 2 Kings 6:13-17

17. Genesis 2:1; Exodus 20:11

18. “And he dreamed, and behold aladder set up on the earth, and
the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God
ascending and descending on it.” (Ge 28:12)

19. “Man did eat angels' food: he sent them meat to the full.” (Ps
78:25)

20. Hebrews 2:9-13; Romans 8:16-21

21.“But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world,
and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are givenin
marriage: Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the

angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the
resurrection.” (Lu 20:35-36)

22. “For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to
come, whereof we speak.” (Heb 2:5)
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23. “But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth
to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,)” (Mr 2:10)

24. “Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto
us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by
them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost
sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.”
(1Pe 1:12)

25. “But the prince of the kingdom of Persiawithstood me one and
twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, cameto help
me; and | remained there with the kings of Persia.” (Da 10:13)

26. “Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring
not railing accusation against them before the Lord.” (2Pe 2:11)
“Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he
disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a
railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.” (Jude 1:9)

27.2Kings 6:13-20
28. 1 Corinthians 6:10

29. “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him
be accursed.” (Ga 1:8)

30. “And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the LORD went
out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore
and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold,
they were all dead corpses.” (2Ki 19:35)

31. “God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked
every day.” (Ps7:11)

32. “For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.”
(Jas 1:20)

33. “Yehave heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But | say unto you, Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;
That ye may be the children of your Father which isin heaven: for he
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain
on the just and on the unjust.” (Mt 5:43-45)

34. “ Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of thisworld: if my
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that |
should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from
hence.” (Joh 18:36)

“(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through
God to the pulling down of strong holds;)” (2Co 10:4)

35. “But | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children
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of your Father which isin heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on
the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the
unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do
not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only,
what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father which isin heaven is perfect.”
(Mt 5:44-48)

36. Job 1&2

37."“And he said, Hear thou therefore the word of the LORD: | saw
the LORD sitting on histhrone, and all the host of heaven standing
by him on hisright hand and on hisleft. And the LORD said, Who
shall persuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramothgilead?
And one said on this manner, and another said on that manner. And
there came forth a spirit, and stood before the LORD, and said, | will
persuade him. And the LORD said unto him, Wherewith? And he
said, | will go forth, and | will be alying spirit in the mouth of all his
prophets. And he said, Thou shalt persuade him, and prevail also: go
forth, and do so. Now therefore, behold, the LORD hath put alying
spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets, and the LORD hath
spoken evil concerning thee.” (1Ki 22:19-23)

38. “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that
arein earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by
him, and for him:” (Col 1:16)

39. “Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring
not railing accusation against them before the Lord.” (2Pe 2:11)
“Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he
disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a
railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.” (Jude 1:9)

40. Job 1-2

41."Which none of the princes of thisworld knew: for had they
known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.” (1Co
2:8)

42 “Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto
us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by
them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost
sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.”
(1Pe 1:12)

43. “But asit iswritten, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him.” (1Co 2:9)

44. “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:” (1Pe
5:8)
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45, “Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to
the inhabiters of the earth and of the seal for the devil is come down
unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a
short time.” (Re 12:12)

46. “For all that isin the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world.” (1Jo 2:16)

47. “ And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill
the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and
body in hell.” (Mt 10:28)

48. “For | amin astrait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to
be with Christ; which is far better:” (Php 1:23)

49. “And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of hisfinger in water, and cool
my tongue; for | am tormented in thisflame.” (Lu 16:24)

50. “But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you,
and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing
teacheth you of all things, and istruth, and isno lie, and even as it
hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.” (1Jo 2:27)

51. “And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for
charity shall cover the multitude of sins.” (1Pe 4:8)

52. Acts 16:16-24

53. “When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh
through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none.” (Mt 12:43)

54. Luke 11:15-19

55. “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” (1Pe 1:23)

56. “Now Samuel was dead...And Saul had put away those that had
familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of theland.” (1Sa 28:3)

57. “But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and
beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.” (Mt 14:30)

58. “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath
trandated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:” (Col 1:13)

59.“And | heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed
are the dead which diein the Lord from henceforth: Y ea, saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their l1abours; and their works do
follow them.” (Re 14:13)

60. “ Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou
opened: burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required. Then
said I, Lo, | come: in the volume of the book it is written of me, |
delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law iswithin my heart.”
(Ps 40:6-8)
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61.“ And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with aloud voice, saying,
Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that isto say, My God, my God, why hast
thou forsaken me?’ (Mt 27:46)

62.“ Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be
scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet |
am not alone, because the Father iswith me.” (Joh 16:32)
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